
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 1. 26-33 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 

will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.’  
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SHOULD I BE ANGRY…?” A First Song for Mary 

 

Should I be angry or should I be sad? 

Should I be frightened or should I be glad? 

Must I abandon the person I’ve been, 

cling to my God through a life unforeseen? 

 

Why must this happen, why must this be me? 

Will I be trapped or will this set me free? 

Will I survive this against all the odds? 

How much is my life, how much is my God’s? 

 

Will strangers mock me or just stand and stare? 

Will those I love still continue to care? 

Where will I find words to say what you’ve done? 

Will I have more friends, or will I have none? 

 

Though I’m not worthy to answer Your call, 

life lived without You is no life at all - 

so in my quagmire of turmoil and stress, 

God, give me boldness to whisper my………“Yes!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 1. 39-45, 56 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to 

me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound 

of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who 

believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  

 And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her 

home.  

 

 

 



“WHEN PEOPLE ARE CRUEL” A Second Song for Mary 

 

When people are cruel and words are malicious, 

bless us with friends who will listen and care. 

When tongues strip us naked and lash us and whip us, 

clothe us with friendships that show that You’re there. 

 

When gossip condemns us without a fair hearing, 

bless us with friends who stay far from that game. 

When lies are let loose just to linger and fester, 

guard us with friends who, with truth, clear our name. 

 

If false friends grow wary and keep to their distance, 

bless us with friends who will feel what we feel, 

who hold us with honesty tempered with kindness, 

friends who’ve been hurt, yet who know that You heal. 

 

O Lord of the cross and the taunts and the spitting, 

left by your friends in the hour of your need, 

our prayers have no answer if we, too, are fickle – 

Christ, make us friends who show friendship indeed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 1. 45 

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord.’  
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“IF THIS IS YOUR BLESSING…” A Third Song for Mary 

 

If this is Your blessing, then how do You curse? 

Your calling disturbs us; makes life seem much worse. 

Our plans have been shredded, our lives made a mess, 

Your gifts work against what the world calls success. 

 

And yet, in the midst of the trouble You bring, 

You show us compassion and make our hearts sing. 

Why, even our weeping and cries of despair 

give birth to renewal because You are there! 

 

So now, though You force us to struggle each day, 

we’ll stay by Your side, we’ll go no other way, 

for no worldly promise comes close to Your call - 

mere servants of God share the best life of all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congregation to receive readings as they enter Church. 

 

 

Readings will be done from main lectern  

Music will be done from side near organ 

 

Main Altar –  

5 candles will be placed 4 lit at beginning of Advent afternoon 1 at end 

Red velvet cloth to cover altar 

Kneelers 

 

 

Stations 

Display Unit – Baptistry Area – Left Hand Side 

Pictures and Bible Readings of Mary’s ‘Yes’ from conception to death of her son 

Also copies of Advent literature 

Candle in Lantern 

 

Organ Area – Round Table covered 

Multi Candle Stand with Picture of Mary (Deborah) 

Session I picture/words 

 

Baptistry Area – Right Hand Side- Small Table covered 

MU Banner – Candles from Icon either side. 

Session II picture/words 

 

Lady Chapel –  

2 Candles either side of Icon and candles on altar lit some tealights 

Kneelers - small table from Lady Chapel  

Session III picture/words 

 

Chancel –  

I am poster left hand side of cross Star Banner right hand side of cross 

Candles either side of Cross 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Birth of Jesus 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 

no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. ………… You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 15 “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up 

all these things and pondered them in her heart.  



 

 

Luke 2:22-38 

They took Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem and presented him to the Lord, 

just as the Law of the Lord says, "Each first-born baby boy belongs to the 

Lord."  The Law of the Lord also says that parents have to offer a 

sacrifice, giving at least a pair of doves or two young pigeons.  So that is 

what Mary and Joseph did.  

 

At this time a man names Simeon was living in Jerusalem.  Simeon was a 

good man.  He loved God and was waiting for God to save the people of 

Israel.  God's Spirit came to him and told him that he would not die until he 

had seen Christ the Lord.  

 

When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to do what the Law of 

Moses says should be done for a new baby, the Spirit told Simeon to go 

into the temple.  Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and praised God. 

 

Jesus' parents were surprised at what Simeon had said.  Then he blessed 

them and told Mary, "This child of yours will cause many people in Israel to 

fall and others to stand.  The child will be like a warning sign.  Many people 

will reject him, and you, Mary, will suffer as though you had been stabbed 

by a dagger.  But all this will show what people are really thinking."  
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The Boy Jesus at the 

Temple 
 

 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents 

went to Jerusalem for the 

Festival of the Passover. 42 

When he was twelve years old, 

they went up to the festival, 

according to the custom. 43 

After the festival was over, 

while his parents were returning 

home, the boy Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem, but they 

were unaware of it. 44 Thinking 

he was in their company, they 

traveled on for a day. Then they 

began looking for him among 

their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back 

to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the 

temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were 

astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 

Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

 

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to 

be in my Father’s house?”50 But they did not understand what he was 

saying to them. 

 

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. 

But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew 

in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 19:25 

 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 

nearby, he said to his mother,  

"Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." 

From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
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Joseph, with Pilate’s consent, 

claimed the body of Jesus. The 

custom of breaking the legs of 

those crucified had been carried 

out on the two crucified with 

Jesus but when they found him 

already dead one of the soldiers 

thrust a spear into his side, and 

immediately blood and water 

poured from his sacred body. As 

Mary looked with horror at this 

final desecration she 

remembered the words of 

Simeon, ‘and the sword will pierce 

your soul also’. Then the dead, 

pierced, blood-spattered body of 

Jesus is taken down from the cross and Joseph lays him in his mother’s 

arms. She thinks of the times she held him in her arms as a baby. 

At last she allows tears to stream down her face; her only consolation, his 

suffering is over! She looks at the crowd, they are now subdued. At the 

end of the day the earth was darkened and they began to realise that they 

had done something terribly wrong! Even one of the soldiers exclaimed 

‘truly you are the son of God’. 

As his mother looked down at the battered body who would have blamed 

Mary if she had wished vengeance on those who had done this to her son! 

If she had thought, ‘they could have done it to me and I could have 

forgiven them but to my son, my son who had done only good!’ No, we would 

not have blamed her if she had felt this way, but, just as her son had said, 

‘God forgive them for they know not what they do’, so Mary, his mother, 

being in complete union with her son, repeated his words. She was his 

mother and he had made us her children! 



 

The Road to Calvary 

 

Two figures bound together by 

the vigorous wood, firmly standing 

between them. 

 

Two lives tied as one by the same 

destiny.  

Two persons identifiable only,  

One, by the scarlet regal 

garment; The other, by the green 

clothing, 

The mourning veil. 

A mother and child? 

So intimate. 

 

What is the emotion depicted on their faces? What are the words they 

utter to each other? Do they lean on each other’s shoulders? Does the 

mother caress her child’s cheek? Does the child comfort the mother? 

We know not. 

 

Only the hands speak to us.  

A gentle touch – Encouraging, Reassuring, Affirming.  

A sacred encounter,  

An intimate moment Not to be exposed 

To indiscreet eyes.  

The only witness,  

The strong protecting wood, 

Held in their embrace. 

Silent words. 

 



 

 

Luke 1:46-55 

Mary’s Song 

 

 

 

 

46 “My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has been mindful 

    of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 1. 12-14 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 

near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the 

city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 

John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 

James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 

with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers.  
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Galatians 4. 4-7 

But when the fullness of time 

had come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under 

the law, in order to redeem 

those who were under the law, 

so that we might receive 

adoption as children. And 

because you are children, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 

Father!’ So you are no longer a 

slave but a child, and if a child 

then also an heir, through God.  

 

 


