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Dear friends, 

As you all know, 2020 has been an exceedingly difficult year for us, as individuals, as 

families, as a church family and as a community. It has been a year in which churches have 

been closed, then opened for private prayer and then for worship within COVID safe 

restrictions and limited numbers. 

The first thing that I would like to say is ‘thank you’ for your continued support, 

involvement and commitment to the life of this parish. Some of you have been able to 

attend church and it has been lovely to see you. Many of you have been shielding and with 

the current rise in the ‘R’ rate and the new mutant virus, are continuing to keep yourselves 

safe in this way. 

We have had to adapt our worship, with much of it being on-line, both live and pre-

recorded, on Sundays, Wednesdays and especially many of our Christmas services. We have 

introduced Peregrini morning prayer and Compline on a daily basis and are glad that many 

of you have been able to access this and take some comfort from the services. 

We have tried to keep in contact with as many as possible via post, E-mail, telephone calls 

and texts. 

Although we have been physically separated from one another we are all still part of the 

church family at St. Margaret’s and St. George’s and are here for each other. 

Thank you to all who have been involved in ensuring that we have been able to provide as 

much as we can and for the way in which you have supported each other both in terms of 

being in contact, caring and praying for one another. Little things have made a great 

difference and we thank God for your faith, love and service. 

It is our hope and faith in God that has guided and directed us, comforted us and given us 

strength and the courage to keep going. God is our source of strength. (Isaiah 40:31). 

Over the last five years we have had a mission action plan which has reflected a different 

theme each year.  

This year, our theme is a year to pause, pray and prepare. 

Pause 

Having time to pause gives us time to stop and reflect on what we have been through as 

individuals and as a church family through the past year and where we see our way 

forward. 
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Prayer  

We want to underpin everything we do with prayer, such that all our plans are grounded in 

God. Prayer is the way in which we communicate with God and is a source of strength, 

consolation and  encouragement. We can share with God the negatives and positives of the 

last year, and our fears and hopes for the future. 

Preparation  

What do we need to do prepare for post COVID and the future? We are in no rush and want 

to give ourselves the time to get to some kind of ‘new normality’, with a mixture of the the 

things that we have done in the past and some of the new things that we have had to take 

on board. We are able to worship in our church buildings (COVID secure) and we also have 

a whole range of services for worship on-line, a hybrid church. In effect a mixture of 

traditional and new but we need to give ourselves time to reflect and prepare. 

Hopefully, there will be soon be a time when we can start meeting together socially and for 

fellowship, so we need to prepare for those times ahead. 

We don’t know what the future holds, but can hold onto God’s promise to Jeremiah which 

is as revelant today as it was in Jeremiah’s day. 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ (Jeremiah 29:11) 

ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU TO YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT, COMMITMENT 

AND DEDICATION. 

Every blessing, 

 

Deborah 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

FUNERALS 
 
We commend into the loving hands of Almighty God: 
 
MARY HARGEAVES, whose funeral took place at St. George’s Church on 21st January 2021. 
 
 
LEE BAXTER, whose funeral took place at Agecroft Crematorium on 27th January 2021. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Please bear in mind that these may change dependent of government changes and 
consequent restrictions. 
 
Peregrini Morning Prayer will take place daily at 8.30am on-line. Compline will take place 
daily at 8.15pm on-line. Both can be found on www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello or 
www.facebook.com/StmaggieP  
 
Sunday 31st January    Candlemas 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
9.45am  Holy Communion on-line with music 

 
Mon 1st Feb  7.00pm  Bible study (on Zoom) 
 
Tues 2nd Feb  2.30pm  Bible study (on Zoom) 
 
Wed 3rd Feb  10.00am  Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s 
 
Thurs 4th Feb 2.00pm  World Cancer Day Service (on-line) 
    
 

Sunday 7th Feb         The Second Sunday before Lent 
   9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s   
 
Wed 10th Feb 10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
 

Sunday 14th Feb    The Sunday Next Before Lent 
9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
  

Wed 17th Feb 10.00am  Ash Wednesday service at St. M’s 
   4.00pm  Ash Wednesday service on-line 
      Messy Church On-line 
 
Thurs 18th Feb    On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Friday 19th Feb    On-line Lenten hymn 

Sunday 21st Feb     The First Sunday of Lent 
9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  

 
Mon 22nd Feb    On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Tues 23rd Feb    On-line Station of the Cross 

http://www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello
http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Wed 24th Feb          10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
      On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Thurs 25th Feb    On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Fri 26th Feb     On-line Lenten hymn     
  
 

Sunday 28th Feb     The Second Sunday of Lent 
9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  

 
Mon 1st Mar     On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Tues 2nd Mar    On-line Station of the Cross    
   
Wed 3rd Mar          10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
      On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Thurs 4th Mar    On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Fri 5th Mar     On-line Lenten Lunch    
 
Please do check our Facebook page and website for up-to-date information. 
   

      
NB GOODS FOR PORCH BOXES CAN BE DROPPED OFF ON THURSDAY MORNINGS, 9.30-
11.00AM            
             
 

St GEORGE’S CHURCH, SIMISTER, February 2021 

Hi Everybody 

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE CHURCH AND VILLAGE FAMILY PLUS DEBBIE GRAHAM.  

Debbie put out a notice on the village App that money was needed to pay for gas, electricity 

etc. for Lady Wilton Hall due to no rents coming in. Within minutes, donations were being 

put through my door. To date £495.00 has been put through my door and money has been 

put into LWH bank account. We will not get a true figure until the bank statements arrive, 

at which time a copy of income and expenditure will be presented to everybody. 

I cannot thank everybody enough for their generosity. People have said to me how they 

love living in the village and how something is always happening. We are a ‘one off’. 
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Church and Lady Wilton Hall 

Unfortunately, we have to close during lockdown because of covid. St. Margaret’s will stay 

open for Sunday service and of course all services will be shown on line. Thank you to the 

Revd. Deborah, Revd. Sue, Christine Hardy, Carol Olive and Carol Porter for their continued 

work in keeping us going in these strange times. Also, I would like to thank Church wardens, 

PCC and everybody involved in maintaining everything at both churches. 

The following Lists are now included on the weekly service sheet. 

Will you please pray for those who are sick remembering especially: 

Tom Porter, Joyce Roebuck, Barbara Peeling, Colin Hargreaves, Rita Evans, Barbara Cass,   

Bob Hardy, Revd. Deborah and Geoff Stromberg. 

All our church families, own friends, relatives and mankind. 

Anniversaries of death. There will be no flowers in church  

In February we remember:  

Roy king, Sydney Barnett, Frank Gorman, John Peter Woodcock, Alice A, Charnley,  

William E. Bradley, Charles W. Morden and Grace Jones 

Remember, through prayer nothing is impossible.    

Please take care, keep safe and well, much love and God bless. Joan and Carol xx 

 

 

St. Margaret’s Church REREDOS FLOWERS  

There are currently no flowers in church 
 
 
 

Our next Messy Church is on Wednesday 17th February at 4.00pm. 

Because of current regulations we are unable to have our meeting at 

the Lady Wilton Hall. It will be ‘Messy Church at Home’, which can be 

found on www.facebook.com/StmaggieP   

 

  

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

It seems that we have almost reached Lent in no time at all. Lent has traditionally been a 
time of self-examination, penitence, self-denial, study, prayer and preparation for Easter. 

‘Now is the healing time decreed 
For sins of the heart and word and deed, 
When we in humble fear record 
The wrong that we have done before the Lord.’ 
(Latin, before the 12th century). 
 
Candidates were traditionally prepared for baptism through instruction in the Christian 
faith and penitents prepared themselves through fasting and penance, to be re-admitted  
to communion. The whole Christian community was invited to join them in the process of 
study, repentance and prayer. This was extended over forty days as a reminder of the forty 
days that Jesus spent facing temptation the wilderness. 
 
Ashes are an ancient sign of penitence. From the beginning of the middle ages, it became 
the custom to begin Lent by being marked in ash with the sign of the cross. During Lent, 
everything was kept as simple as possible. Churches were kept bare of flowers and 
decoration and the gloria wasn’t used. The fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare or Refreshment 
Sunday) was allowed as a day of relief from the rigours of Lent. This now coincides with 
Mothering Sunday. 
 
We then move onto Holy Week where the season darkens and we hear the story of Jesus 
journeying into Jerusalem, his passion and death prior to celebrating Jesus’ resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 
 
So, how will we be journeying through Lent, especially during these challenging and 
changing times? 
 
Ash Wednesday will take place on Wednesday 17th February at our morning service subject 
to our usual COVID restrictions. There will also be a service on-line with music to reflect the 
season of Lent. 
 
During the weekdays in Lent, there will be an appropriate hymn every other day, with a 
reflection on a station of the cross on the alternate day. We hope to run a Lent course 
which will be via Zoom with details to follow. 
 
In Holy week there will be both services on-line and in church (adapted in accordance with 
the guidelines that we need to follow). 
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One of the things that we can all do during Lent is to pray – whether in our homes, our 
churches or during our daily exercise, to renew and deepen our relationship with God. We 
don’t need books or formulas, but to come before God simply as we are. 
 
The story below illustrates this. 
 
Late one evening a poor farmer on his way back from the market found himself without his 
prayer book. The wheel of his cart had come off right in the middle of the woods and it 
distressed him that this day should pass without him having said his prayers. So, this is the 
prayer he said: 

‘I have done something very foolish, Lord. I came away from home this morning without my 
prayer book and my memory is such that I cannot recite a single prayer without it. So, this is 
what I am going to do: I shall recite the alphabet five times very slowly and you, to whom all 
prayers are known, can put the letters together to form the prayers I can’t remember.” 

And the Lord said to his angels, “Of all the prayers I have heard today, this one was 
undoubtedly the best because it came from a heart that was simple and sincere.’ 

Perhaps this year it is an opportunity to have a simple and sincere journey through Lent 
where, in prayer, we humbly and simply weave together words that emerge from our own 
hearts to our heavenly Father. 

May this Lent be a one of simplicity, humility and prayer as we journey together towards 
Easter. 

Many views, one body 

We had a difficult decision to make a few weeks ago. Churches were given the option to 

stay open or to close during the current lockdown. There were arguments on both sides, 

and what I would like to do is to draw your attention to both points of view, and to look at 

why not everyone sees things in the same way. There is no right or wrong in this – the 

following points are all, in my opinion valid, and no one should feel criticised for taking one 

side or another on a very difficult decision.  

Let me start by stating two things I think most people will agree are uncontroversial 

• St Margaret’s church is a relatively safe environment. As of December, only 47 

individual cases of Covid in the UK had been traced back to places of worship during 

the whole pandemic. Churches have high ceilings are naturally well ventilated 

(draughty!). Going to church is safer than going shopping, where people are 

continually passing through and are not required to sign in. We take care to keep 
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everyone safe and observe the regulations. There can never be no risk, but the risk is 

small. 

• Practising one’s religion is a human right. That’s not by any means to say that 

churches should be in all circumstances kept open, but it puts them in a different 

category from garden centres or gyms. 

There are many reasons why people disagree about whether opening churches is a good 

thing.  

• Some people are more risk averse than others. If we agree that the risk is low, one 

person will be nevertheless nervous, another will think a small risk is worth taking. 

That is a matter of temperament. 

• Some people think that individual freedom is very important and that worshippers 

are entitled to make their own decisions. Others think that we have an obligation to 

protect members of our congregation, or to set an example to others by staying at 

home as much as possible.  

• For some people church may be the only time they go out. Neighbours do their 

shopping, and they obey the rules about not seeing family and friends. It can be very 

lonely. They may choose to come to church as a way of connecting – not socialising – 

with others. If that way was not available, they might go to the shops, for example, 

instead.  

• For many people communal worship helps them stay mentally healthy as it helps 

them process grief, anxiety, or loneliness, and some find this more effective in the 

actual presence of others.  

• There are different things people value in coming to church. Online worship provides 

services with hymns, which we cannot do in church.  If your priority is the music or 

the sermons, you won’t mind watching online, especially in bad weather. If your 

priority is to take communion you will wish to come to church. If you do not have 

access to the internet, it is in-person worship or nothing. 

For myself I value worship with others present more than many other things I choose not to 

do. I don’t go into shops, and I am putting off visiting the opticians (do not ask me to read 

small print!) I know that some of you sorely missed taking communion when we have been 

closed and would also put going to church right at the top of your priorities. I want to make 

that choice available to you. But I hope that I have represented the other opinions fairly (let 

me know if I haven’t), as I would hate to give the impression that those who stay away are 

thought to lack commitment in any way. In the body of Christ there is room for 

disagreement, and we are gloriously varied in our personalities, our worship, and the way 

we think about the world. May the day soon come when once more we can bring all that 

we are once more to meet with each other without fear or restrictions.  

Rev Sue 
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Please remember: when wearing a face mask, it must cover your nose as well as your 

mouth!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can I Keep from Singing? – Lowry (1826-99), arr. Bullard (b.1947) 

At 8pm on Monday 4 January 2021 our Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, broadcast live to the 

nation that the whole of the UK would be going into full lockdown with immediate effect. 

The news hit me hard. Not because it was unexpected – after all, since March 2020 we in 

the northwest of England had been in full lockdown, Tier 3 or Tier 4 restrictions, all in effort 

to curb the spread of Covid-19. So why? Despite best efforts to stick to the rules (which 

included not seeing my family for almost a year), the virus seemed yet again to be out of 

control. What had all the sacrifices and losses we had all suffered been for if there was 

seemingly no effect? 

Struggling to shift myself out of the gloom I began flicking through music books – in much 

the same way as others might flick through magazines. I found “How Can I Keep from 

Singing?”, a traditional American song, arranged in this instance by Alan Bullard. As it 

happens, I had sung this song a few years ago with the Manchester Chorale, but the 

arrangement, by Sarah Quartel, was for 4-part harmony, with the lower voices 

accompanying the melody – and text – in the soprano voices. Being an alto, pretty much all 

I sang in that version was ‘how can I keep from singing?’, over and over again. The Bullard 

version though is for a solo voice accompanied by piano. With time on my hands, I read the 

text and played the notes. It spoke to me: 

  My life flows on in endless song; 
   Above earth's lamentation, 
  I hear the clear, though far-off hymn 
   That hails a new creation; 
  Through all the tumult and the strife 
   I hear the music ringing; 
  It finds an echo in my soul— 
   How can I keep from singing? 
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What though the tempest loudly roars, 
   I know my Saviour liveth; 
  Although the darkness binds me close, 
   Deep in the night sweet songs he giveth. 
  His inner peace makes fresh my heart, 
   A fountain ever springing;  
   Since love is Lord of heav’n and earth, 
  How can I keep from singing? 

 

I shared a link in the Maggie’s Music Makers WhatsApp group, and they liked it. I decided 

that we would learn to sing it and offer it in worship sometime soon. 

There was an issue though. It is set quite high, and whilst some singers in the group would 

be able to manage it, not all would be comfortable with the pitch. Without access to a 

digital copy of the music I was unable to shift the notes down, so I spoke to Tom about 

transposing as he plays. Transposing whilst reading and playing music is similar to seeing a 

text written in French and reading it aloud in German. It requires a huge amount of skill, 

concentration, and practice. He agreed. 

You can listen to recordings of the Bullard arrangement here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5R2DO7CJaRc and the Quartel arrangement here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rL3-gqGHfdw  

It turns out that this has also been published as a hymn for congregational singing. The 

melody and accompaniment are simplified, and there are more verses. I wonder whether 

our parish would like to try it – when we are allowed to sing together again in worship. 

Carol P 

 

Maggie’s Music Makers  

Weekly singing practices are currently held via Zoom. 
We sing hymns, learn anthems, and develop singing 
technique. Please contact Carol P if you would like to 
join in. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5R2DO7CJaRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rL3-gqGHfdw
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LE to JOG: Newcastle to Edinburgh 
 

The penultimate section of the trek now and my 

favourite section – Northumberland. 

Morpeth is the place to visit if you want stylish 

shopping and a rich history to explore the historic county 

town of Northumberland. Discover unique and individual 

shops around the town, surprises await you at the end 

of each cobbled street. For a luxury high street 

experience with a mix of live music and monthly events 

head to Sanderson Arcade where you can shop 'til you 

drop!  

There is also the 13th century Chantry that houses the 

town’s Bagpipe Museum and the Northumbrian Arts and 

Crafts Gallery. Within a short distance of Morpeth lie wonderful country estates and 

gardens like Wallington House and Belsay Hall, Castle and Gardens. Druridge Bay, with its 

magnificent seven-mile stretch of golden sand and dunes is only 20 minutes away by car. 

Also nearby is Woodhorn Museum Archives and Country Park where you can explore the 

rich industrial heritage that this part of Northumberland is very proud of. 

Ashington is one of the largest towns in Northumberland and is located in the Woodhorn 
and coast region. It grew from a few farms in the early 19th century to a large coal mining 
village when the colliery opened in 1867. At one point, Ashington was known as the largest 
mining village in the world. The mines closed in 1988, but Ashington is proud of its history 
which is remembered at the nearby Woodhorn Museum, housed in a stunning new 
building, inspired by the massive cutting machines that were once used deep underground. 
The Ashington Colliery Heritage Trail consists of a circular route around the former colliery 
site.  

This has been the part of the journey that I have really been looking forward to – the 

Northumbrian coast. I just love it. Vast golden beaches, castles and coastlines make it such 

an amazing pace. Fab-u-lous! 

Amble is a traditional, bustling fishing port with a modern marina at the southern gateway 

to the Northumbrian Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Proclaiming itself as the 

‘friendliest port’ Amble’s charm is centred around the harbour’s South Pier and the 

promenade which provides a scenic walkway that is attractively lit by night. Amble is also 

home to a flourishing independent shopping area, the main street called Queen Street was 

https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/shopping
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/shopping
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/boutique/s-erson-arcade
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/historic-sites/wallington-house-gardens-estate
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/historic-sites/belsay-hall-castle-gardens
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/coast/druridge-bay
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/historic-sites/woodhorn-museum-northumberland-archives
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/historic-sites/woodhorn-museum-northumberland-archives
http://blog.visitnorthumberland.com/2015/01/15/ashington-colliery-heritage-trail/
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named in honour of Queen Victoria who was crowned the same year the street was 

completed – 1827, The recently opened Amble Harbour retail pods have a selection of 

outlets selling bespoke local arts and crafts.  

The town hosts its very own annual Puffin Festival and is the stepping off point for Coquet 

Island, a RSPB reserve a mile offshore. Home to thousands of puffins, launches will take you 

close enough to the light house capped island to see the rare roseate terns, the beach just 

South of Amble, known as Amble Links, was listed by the times as one of the 20 secret 

beaches of the British Isle. 

Warkworth is a picturesque medieval village is enclosed by a winding loop of the river 

Coquet and the skyline is dominated by the massive remains of Warkworth Castle. The 

village is unspoilt by modern development and its high street has many interesting shops 

and galleries to visit. In its centre is St. Laurence’s Church, one of the most complete 

Norman churches in Northumberland, with an effigy of a cross legged knight from around 

1330AD. Half a mile from Warkworth Castle, tucked away by the river and only accessible 

by boat, stands a much more peaceful building, the late medieval cave hermitage and 

chapel. 

Alnmouth is an attractive seaside village bursting with personality and known for its painted 

houses. It stands between the River Alan and the North Sea, enjoying the delights of a 

golden sandy beach and estuary with ‘bobbing’ boats. Once a proud merchant port (and 

reputed to be frequented by smugglers), it is now a peaceful haven with a wealth of 

restaurants, pubs and tea rooms along with the art galleries. 

Alnwick is known as the beating heart of Northumberland. It is fast becoming one of the 

country’s top tourist destinations. It is home to Alnwick Castle, the inspired Alnwick gardens 

and Barter Books, recently called the British Library of secondhand bookshops. Originally a 

medieval town, it still retains many of its cobbled streets, narrow alleyways and fine stone 

buildings which now house a range of specialist shops. The castle dominates the town and 

has been home to the Percy family for over 700 years. Its grounds were designed by 

Capability Brown, the beautiful state rooms are of Italian renaissance design and there are 

paintings by Canaletto, Van Dyke and Titian. The castle has been used many times as a film 

location, most notably Robin Hood, Downton Abbey and Harry Potter. You can even get 

broomstick training – but I gave it a miss. My own broomstick is pretty good! 

Whilst here a slight detour to Cragside House is in order, a Victorian country house 

(National Trust) near the town of Rothbury. 

The picturesque fishing village of Craster perches above the tiny horseshoe harbour, the 

historic corner stone of village life. Nowadays traditions lives on with the famous Craster 

kipper which you can buy fresh or sample from the smokeries run by the Robson family 

since 1905. 
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Craster is set in some of the most spectacular scenery Northumberland has to offer. 

Traveling by road you pass through a rectangular 14th century tower, a reminder of 

Northumberland’s warlike past to be greeted by views from Craster of the shattered ruins 

of Dunstanburgh Castle a short walk north above the coast. The remains loom over high, 

black cliffs and if you lean over the edge you will catch a glimpse of quartz crystals known 

locally as Dunstanburgh diamonds. 

A little further South is the hidden cove of Rumbling Kern, once the haunt of whisky 

smuggler bootlegging their contraband up and down the coastline. Just beyond is the 

beautiful Sugar Sands beach. 

Embleton is a small village dating back beyond medieval times, lying a mile from the 

Northumberland coast. Viewed from the sea, the undulating whinstone ridge that shelters 

the village, resembles a caterpillar, hence the old name Emeldune, meaning the hill of the 

caterpillar. One of the main attractions is the stunning Embleton Bay, a gloriously wide 

sandy beach that seems to stretch miles into the distance. The 12th century Holy Trinity 

Church was restored in Victorian times and I went to one Sunday morning to visit and catch 

up with Alison Hardy, previous from All Saint’s Stand. 

Seahouses is a lively working port that manages to offer the feel of a classic British seaside 

resort. Fishing boats leave the colourful harbour for lobster and crab and the village is the 

gateway to the Farne Islands, a few miles off the coast. As well as being the most exciting 

seabird colony in England, with over 23 species, it is also the home to a large grey Seal 

colony, which in the autumn welcomes over 1000 pups. 

Bamburgh is iconic. One of my all-time favourite places in England. The dramatic coastline 

ravaged by nature and steeped in history and a story around each corner, imposing castle, 

historic church and glorious sandy beach makes this an amazing place. Once home to the 

kings of ancient Northumberland, Bamburgh castle was restored by Lord Armstrong in 1900 

and he also built Armstrong cottages (brilliant cottages to stay in). Bamburgh was the home 

to the heroine Grace Darling who in 1838 rowed an open boat to rescue shipwrecked 

sailors. 

The hamlet of Warren Mill and the surrounding area of Budle Bay was once a significant 

port given its charter by Henry 111, Budle Bay is one of the best bird watching locations in 

Britain. The vast mud flats exposed at low tide form part of the Lindisfarne National Nature 

Reserve and the rich feeding ground is home to a fascinating array of wildlife. In the 

autumn it comes alive with huge flocks of wintering waterfowl. 

The tranquil beauty of Holy Island has made it a sanctuary enjoyed since antiquity. Still a 

place of pilgrimage, the Holy Island of Lindisfarne is the source of England’s Christian 

heritage. It was here that Aiden founded the monastery where early Christians crafted their 

message and it is also the birthplace of the Lindisfarne Gospels. Standing on a rocky 
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outcrop, overlooking the island is Lindisfarne Castle now part of the national trust. Another 

historic attraction is Lindisfarne Priory, home to St. Cuthbert and the Lindisfarne Gospels. 

Adding to the hideaway feel, the island is joined to the mainland by a tidal causeway twice 

a day by the sea making the island completely secluded. Holy Island is one of the top bird 

watching sites in Britain with over 300 species having been recorded and grey seals who 

sunbathe on the rocks. 

Changing hands, no less than 14 times in 300 years, you can see why the English and the 

Scots fought so hard over Berwick-upon-Tweed. Berwick is handsomely set on the North 

shore of the river Tweed, which is world famous for salmon fishing. The massive curtain 

walls and gateway encircling the town are unique in Britain and are amongst the finest 

ramparts in Europe. Three bridges span the river, the most majestic being the Royal Border 

Railway Bridge with its tall slender arches. Around the town is an ornithologist’s delight 

with over 250 species of birds spotted and an abundance of wildlife including otters and 

seals. 

Yay! Scotland. I have made it to 

Scotland. At times I didn’t think I 

would. But I have arrived in the small 

town of Coldstream, which lies on the 

north side of the River Tweed, close to 

the border with England in 

Berwickshire. 

The settlement of Coldstream lies at 

an important crossing on the River 

Tweed, the lowest point it can be 

forded. This meant that the village was 

often in the way when both Scottish 

and English armies crossed the border 

during the centuries of conflict with 

England. 

Coldstream gave its name to the regiment who marched from here to London in 1660, an 

action that resulted in the restoration of Charles II. The Coldstream Museum highlights the 

history of the regiment and is located on the site of the original Headquarters. 

The border between Scotland and England runs down the middle of the River Tweed, 

however between the villages of Wark and Cornhill the Scottish border comes south of the 

river to enclose a small riverside meadow of approximately 2 to 3 acres (or about a 

hectare). This piece of land is known as the Ba Green. It is said locally that every year the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Scottish_border
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wark_on_Tweed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornhill-on-Tweed
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men of Coldstream would play the men of Wark (south of the river) at ba, and the winning 

side would claim the Ba Green for their country. As Coldstream grew to have a larger 

population than Wark, the men of Coldstream always defeated those of Wark at the game, 

and so the land became a permanent part of Scotland. 

Northwards now, onto Edinburgh but not without stopping at Roslin, especially Rosslyn 

Chapel, which I have never been to. 

Roslin (formerly spelt Rosslyn or Roslyn) is a village in Midlothian, Scotland, 7 miles (11 km) 

to the south of the capital city Edinburgh. It stands on high ground, near the northwest 

bank of the river North Esk. The name Roslin (recorded around 1240 as Roskelyn) probably 

derives from the Celtic words ros, meaning a moor, and celyn, meaning holly. An alternative 

derivation is from Gaelic ros, meaning a rocky promontory, and linne, meaning a waterfall 

or pool. 

Legend has it the village was founded in 203 A.D. by Asterius, a Pict. 

In 1303 Roslin was the site of a battle of the First War of Scottish Independence. 

In 1446, Rosslyn Chapel was constructed, under the guide of William Sinclair, 1st Earl of 
Caithness. 

From the 19th century onward, the attractions of the Glen, Castle and Chapel developed 
Roslin as a popular tourist destination. Notable visitors included J. M. W. Turner, William 
Wordsworth (who wrote a poem in the chapel whilst escaping a storm) and his 
sister Dorothy, who wrote “'I never passed through a more delicious dell than the glen of 
Rosslyn”. William Morris visited in March 1887, noting in his Socialist Diary that Roslin was 
"a beautiful glen-ny landscape much spoiled . . . by the misery of Scotch building and a 
manufactory or two." 

The village sits on the west side of Roslin Glen, now a country park. Overlooking the Glen 
are Rosslyn Chapel and Roslin Castle. 

The elaborately carved chapel has long been associated with the Knights Templar and 
the Grail legend, and featured in the bestselling book The Da Vinci Code. The popularity of 
the book and the use of the chapel as a location in the subsequent film greatly increased 
the number of visitors to the village.  

‘When I decided to write The da Vinci Code, I knew that its finale would have to take 
place at the most mysterious and magical chapel on earth — Rosslyn.’  
Dan Brown 
  
‘Rosslyn Chapel was all one could imagine or hope for.’ 
Tom Hanks 

Rosslyn Castle, owned by the family of the Earl of Rosslyn since the 14th century, is in 
partial ruins. The habitable parts are let as holiday accommodation.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ba_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midlothian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Esk,_Lothian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Roslin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_War_of_Scottish_Independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosslyn_Chapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Sinclair,_1st_Earl_of_Caithness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Sinclair,_1st_Earl_of_Caithness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._M._W._Turner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wordsworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Wordsworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorothy_Wordsworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roslin_Glen_Country_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosslyn_Chapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roslin_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_Templar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Grail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Da_Vinci_Code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Da_Vinci_Code_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosslyn_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_of_Rosslyn
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A monument cairn erected by the Roslin Heritage Society at the end of last century, marks 
the site of the Battle of Roslin. 

Edinburgh is Scotland’s compact and hilly capital. It has 

a medieval Old Town and elegant Georgian New Town 

with gardens and neo-classical buildings. Looming over 

the city is Edinburgh Castle, home to Scotland’s crown 

jewels and the Stone of Destiny, used in the coronation 

of Scottish rulers. Arthur’s Seat is an imposing peak in 

Holyrood Park, with sweeping views, and Calton Hill is 

topped with monuments and memorials. 

Edinburgh grew up in the 11th century with the 

development of markets at the foot of the fortress, and from 1124 King David 1 held court 

at the castle and founded the abbey at Holyrood. The first effective town wall was 

constructed around 1450 and circled the Old Town and the Grassmarket. This well-defined 

zone became a medieval Manhattan forcing the densely packed inhabitants to build 

tenements that soared to 12 storeys. 

The city played an important role in the Reformation, led by the fire brand John Knox, but 

later, when James V1 of Scotland succeeded to the English crown in 1603, he moved the 

court to London, Edinburgh’s importance waned, to be further reduced by the Act of Union 

in 1707. 

Nevertheless, cultural and intellectual life flourished. During the Scottish Enlightenment 

(1740-1830) Edinburgh became known as a ‘hotbed of genius’. In the second half of the 18th 

century, a new city was created across the ravine to the North and the population soon 

exploded. A new ring of crescents and streets were built south of the New Town, and grey 

Victorian terraces sprang up. In the 20th century the poor that occupied the Old Town were 

moved into new housing estates further out. 

A history of separatist feelings meant that Scottish devolution was always on the cards. 

After a successful referendum held by the newly elected Labour party in 1977, the first 

Scottish parliament since 1707 was convened in Edinburgh, a capital once more. 

The city’s most obvious landmarks are Arthur’s Seat and Edinburgh Castle at the western 

end of The Old Town. Running along the ridge from Edinburgh Castle to Holyroodhouse is 

the Royal Mile. The Old Town and New Town are separated by Princes Street Gardens and 

Edinburgh’s main shopping street, Princes Street runs alongside the northern side of the 

gardens. 

This year I was planning to go to the military tattoo and the Edinburgh International 

Festival, but because of COVID restrictions was unable to visit. I have relatives on my dad’s 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Roslin


17 
  

side of the family who live in Edinburgh (aunty Maureen and Uncle Andy) which it would be 

good to catch up with – when we are allowed to cross the Scottish border! 

Last section of the trek next! 

Deborah 

 

WORLD CANCER DAY 

World Cancer Day this year is Thursday 4th February. It started on 4th 

February 2000 at the World Summit Against Cancer for the New 

Millennium in Paris. The Paris Charter aims to promote research, prevent 

cancer, improve patient services, raise awareness and mobilise the global 

community to make progress against cancer. 

Our on-line service is to raise awareness of cancer throughout the world, to offer support 

and encouragement to those with cancer and to give thanks for the medical and support 

staff involved in in the treatment of cancer. 

It is co-led by Revd. Canon Anne Edwards (Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care manager and the 

Bishop of Manchester’s Adviser for Healthcare Chaplaincy and Revd Deborah form St. 

Margaret’s and St. George’s. 

The service involves an interview of someone living with cancer, an interview with a nurse 

from the Christie and the Chaplain at the Christie. There is an address from Bishop Mark of 

Middleton, music to listen to and hymns that can be sung. 

Please join us on St. Margaret’s website. 

 

 

The Children’s Society 

T hank you for your support of the Christingle. We have 

raised £384.83 which has been sent to the Society. 

It is now time for me to collect the boxes so many of you 

have at home. Please leave them at the back of St. 

Margaret’s Church. Should you find it difficult to take 

them to Church at this very difficult time, please let me know, and we can make 

arrangements for me to  

collect them directly from you. 

Peter North (0161 766 2677) 
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OUR DAILY BREAD                    FEBRUARY 2021   

 

 

February Prayer for Lent 
Forgive those things we have done which have caused you sadness, and those things we 
should have done that would have brought you joy. In both we have failed ourselves, and 
you. Bring us back to that place where our journey began, when we said that we would 
follow the way that you first trod. Lead us to the Cross and meet us there. 

1st:  
Peace….. it’s just a prayer away. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, presents your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 4: 6-7. 
 
2nd:  
Almighty God, you have taught us that your word is a lamp for our feet and a light for our 
path. Help us, and all who prayerfully read your word, to deepen our fellowship with you 
and with each other through your love. In doing so we may come to know you more fully, 
love you more truly, and follow you more faithfully in the steps of your son Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

3rd:  
“We must cherish one another, watch over one another, comfort one another, and gain 
instruction that we may all sit down in heaven together.” (Lucy Mack Smith) 
 
4th:  
Worry never helps a situation. Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 
Matthew 6: 27. 
 
5th:  
The heavens declare the glory of God: the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  

Psalm 19: 1. Father, may we always be reminded that You have placed your beauty here on 

earth. 

 

6th:  
All who humble themselves before the Lord shall be given every blessing and shall have 
wonderful peace. Psalm 37:11 
 
Sunday 7th:  
Lord, show me how You want to spark joy in the tasks I face today, Amen A focus on the 
Lord is the beginning of joy. 
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8th:  
"Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand 
and for a talk beside the fire:  it is the time for home."   
-  Edith Sitwell 
 
9th:  
Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving. Colossians 4:2 
Prayer unites the soul to God. – Julian of Norwich 
 
10th:  
Thank you, Lord that you know everything about me and what I need. Amen 
 
11th:   
"The flowers of late winter and early spring occupy places in our hearts well out of 
proportion to their size." -  Gertrude S. Wister 
 
12th:  
Count Your Blessings  
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 
Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 
 
13th:  
This is how God showed his love among us; He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. – 1 John 4:9 
 
Sunday 14th:  
Valentine was a priest or a bishop of Terni who was martyred at Rome under the Emperor 
Claudius. The connection of this celebration with lovers seems to be either as the 
traditional day in medieval belief when birds mated, or more likely as being linked with the 
pagan Lupercalia festival in Rome, which occurred on the Ides of February. For Christians, 
the day marks an acknowledgement of an all-loving God who blesses those who love one 
another, as Jesus implored his own disciples so to do. 
 
15th:  
"Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter lies a miracle ... a seed waiting to 
sprout, a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to unfurl.  And the anticipation nurtures 
our dream." -  Barbara Winkler 
 
16th:  
Only prayer which comes from our heart can get to God’s heart. 



20 
  

17th:  
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. John 14:6 
 
 

18th:  
Lord Jesus Christ, our hearts hurt when we hear about the pain and suffering that some 
endure. Have mercy we pray. Jesus came to bring us hope in the darkest of circumstances. 
Amen 
 
19th:  
Head up, shoulders back, thoughts positive, heart set on the promises of God. 
 
20th:  
Teach me to seek you, and as I seek you, show yourself to me, for I cannot seek you unless 
you show me how, and I will never find you unless you show yourself to me. Let me seek 
you by desiring you, and desire you by seeking you; let me find you by loving you, and love 
you in finding you. Anselm – (Wednesday Peregrini)  
 
Sunday 21st:  
Prayer for Self-Care 
Lord, lift me up for Your blessings today. I pray that you will anoint me with strength and 
self-care today, tomorrow, and always. I pray that you will grace me with patience and 
wisdom. I pray that You will encourage me throughout the day to take the correct steps to 
walk proudly and behave well. I pray these things in Your name! Amen. 
 
22nd:  

If I can stop one heart from breaking, 
I shall not live in vain: 

If I can ease one life the aching, 
Or cool one pain, 

Or help one fainting robin 
Unto his nest again, 
I shall not live in vain 

Emily Dickinson – American Poet 1830-1886 
 

23rd:  
Father in Heaven, the light of your truth bestows sight to the darkness of sinful eyes. 
May this season of repentance bring us the blessing of Your forgiveness and the gift of Your 
light. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
24th:  
Every morning tell Him “Thank you for your kindness,” and every evening rejoice in all His 
faithfulness. Psalm 92:2 
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25th: 
Lord, may we love You wholeheartedly today and follow You every day of our journey on 
this earth. Commitment to Christ is a daily calling. 
 
26th:  
The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 
Proverbs 18: 10 
 
27th:  
George Herbert – Priest, Poet 1633 - King of glory, King of peace, who called your servant 
George Herbert from the pursuit of worldly honours to be a priest in the temple of his God 
and King: grant us also the grace to offer ourselves with singleness of heart in humble 
obedience to your service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 
 
Sunday 28th:  
"I am the way and the truth and the life." John 14:6 
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
 Such a way as gives us breath; 
 Such a truth as ends all strife, 
 Such a life as killeth death.  
 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
 Such a light as shows a feast, 
 Such a feast as mends in length, 
 Such a strength as makes his guest.  
 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
 Such a joy as none can move, 
 Such a love as none can part, 
 Such a heart as joys in love. – George Herbert 
 

Prayer for Refreshing Your Spirit 
Lord, refresh and gladden my spirit. Please purify my heart. I lay all my affairs in Your hand. 
You alone are my guide and refuge in all things. I will no longer be sorrowful and grieved. 
Instead, I will be a happy and joyful being. I will no longer be full of anxiety, nor will I let 
trouble harass me when I am faced with trials. I will not dwell on the unpleasant things of 
life. I ask that You refresh my spirit, and fill me with Your unfailing love in all things. Amen.  
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Face Coverings 

As you will know, fabric face-coverings are now legally required in 

public spaces such as shops, when using public transport, and in 

our churches. 

Under my trading name of JeaniusBags I have been making and 

selling these in all kinds of colours and prints. As I have no wish to 

profit in any way from the pandemic, every penny raised from the sales of these items 

continues to be donated to Porch Boxes (https://porchboxes.wordpress.com/ ).  

Face coverings are available in church, or via my website (https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/ ).  

 
 

 

Articles for future editions of our parish magazine should be emailed as an attachment 

(Word doc, A4, portrait, no columns) to stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com no later than: 

 

March Magazine 21 February  
April Magazine 21 March 
May Magazine 25 April 

 

Large print version of the magazine. We are planning 

to produce a larger print version of the magazine. If 

text this size easier for you to read, let whoever 

brings your magazine know.  

 

 

Father Martin Ashworth, would like to say a very big thank you 

to Rev Deborah and the church families at St Margaret's and St 

George's for the lovely Christmas cards you sent him. They 

were very much appreciated. 

Best wishes for 2021. 

  

https://porchboxes.wordpress.com/
https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/
mailto:stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com
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Would you like to advertise  

in our magazine? 

If so, please contact us through our website and we will be pleased to provide 

you with further information. 

¼ page   £25 

1/3 page   £30 
½ page   £45 
1 page   £65 
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PAROCHIAL ORGANISATIONS 

ST MARGARET’S PRE-SCHOOL  Church House  Mrs. G.M. McConville       (773 9491) 

Monday to Friday, 9.15am to 12.15pm, and  Monday to Thursday, 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

MOTHERS UNION           Church House         Mrs. J. Johnson (773 8795) 

First Friday of the Month, 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

 SOCIAL CIRCLE           Church House     Mrs. J. Evans    (773 9683) 

Third Thursday of the Month, 7.30pm 

MAGGIE’S MUSIC GROUP      St. Margaret’s Church   Dr. Carol Porter (773 0836) 

Rehearses regularly and welcomes new members 

MESSY CHURCH        Lady Wilton Hall, Simister     

Third Wednesday of the Month, 4.00pm to 5:30pm 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS All in the Youth & Community Centre 

Beavers          Thursday, 5.30 to 6.30pm }                        Mrs. S. Lomas (773 0307) 

Cubs           Thursday 7.00 to 8.30pm  }                         

Scouts                                  }       gs/8th@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk 

Explorers                                 } 

Rainbows          Tuesday 5.00 to 6.00pm                   Mrs. D. Todd (773 0018) 

Brownies          Tuesday, 6.00 to 7.30pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

Guides          Tuesday 7.30 to 9.00pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

  

MISSION PARTNERSHIP YOUTH GROUP 

Meets at St. Mary’s Community Centre, Church lane, Prestwich. Every Sunday from6.30-8.00pm. 

Open to Children aged 9-14.  

Contact Rev. Deborah Sandercock-Pickles on 773 2698 for information 

 

 St. GEORGES CHURCH, SIMISTER 

 Deputy Churchwardens  Mrs. J. Knott                                                    773 6879 

  Mrs. C. Knaggs               773 7960 

  

SERVICES AT ST GEORGE’S, SIMISTER 

Sunday     11.15am Holy Communion 

See the magazine calendar for the full list of services for the month 

  

 ALL THE CHURCH HALLS ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

  

Church House        (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs. J. Evans - 773 9683 

Youth & Community Centre      (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs Y. Storey - 773 8519 

Lady Wilton Hall        (Simister Lane)                   Mrs. J. Knott  - 773 6879 

  
  

  



 
  

St George’s Church 

Simister 

 

 

St George’s Church 

Simister  
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