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Dear friends, 

A YEAR TO PAUSE, PRAY AND PREPARE, 2021 

As you all know, 2020 has been an exceedingly difficult year for us, as individuals, as 

families, as a church family and as a community. It has been a year in which churches have 

been closed, then opened for private prayer and then for worship within COVID safe 

restrictions and limited numbers. 

The first thing that I would like to say is ‘thank you’ for your continued support, 

involvement and commitment to the life of this parish. Some of you have been able to 

attend church and it has been lovely to see you. Many of you have been shielding, 

especially with the virus variants and advice from GPs. I hope that you are continuing to 

keep yourselves safe. 

We have had to adapt our worship, with much of it being on-line, both live and pre-

recorded, on Sundays, Wednesdays and especially many of our Christmas services. We have 

introduced Peregrini morning prayer and Compline on a daily basis and are glad that many 

of you have been able to access this and take some comfort from the services. 

We have tried to keep in contact with you as much as possible via post, E-mail, telephone 

calls and texts. 

Although we have been physically separated from one another we are all still part of the 

church family at St. Margaret’s and St. George’s and are here for each other. 

Thank you to all who have been involved in ensuring that we have been able to provide as 

much as we can and for the way in which you have supported each other both in terms of 

being in contact, caring and praying for one another. Little things have made a great 

difference and we thank God for your faith, love and service. 

It is our hope and faith in God that has guided and directed us, comforted us and given us 

strength and the courage to keep going. God is our source of strength. (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

 

 

 

Over the last five years we have had a mission action plan which has reflected a different 

theme each year. 
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2016 - Year of fellowship 

2017 - Year of spiritual growth 

2018 - Year of mission 

2019 - Year of celebrating creation 

2020 - Year of service. 

We are due to review our mission action plan this coming year, but beccause of the 

pandemic, it is difficult to plan anything long term and we were unable to do many of the 

things that we had planned to do last year. 

 

This year we thought that it would be an opportunity to pause and take stock, to pray 

and to prepare. 

 

Pause (Respond) 

Having time to pause gives us time to stop and reflect on what we have been 

through as individuals and as a church family through the past year and where we see our 

way forward. 

 

Prayer (Recovery) 

We want to underpin everything we do with prayer, such that all our plans are 

grounded in God. Prayer is the way in which we communicate with God and is a source of 

strength, consolation and  encouragement. We can share with God the negatives and 

positives of the last year, and our fears and hopes for the future. We can start to re-

connect. 

 

Preparation (Re-shaping) 

What do we need to do prepare for post COVID and the future?  

We are in no rush and want to give ourselves the time to get to some kind of ‘new 

normality’, with a mixture of some of the things that we have done in the past and some of 

the new things that we have had to take on board. 
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Currently these events are already happening in the Parish…… 

• Worship in church and on-line 

• Wholeness & Wellbeing – 4th Sunday in Month at 4.00pm (on-line) 

• Messy Church on line 

• Peregrini Prayer On-line 8.30am each morning and Compline On-line 8.15pm each 

evening 

• Parish prayer card and daily prayer leaflet with a prayer for the month, online and 

the magazine 

• Courses e.g. Bible course, prayer 

• Projects including knitting prayer blankets, wired angels for personal prayer. 

• Porch boxes 

 

Hopefully, in the near future we will be able to  …… 

• Reconnect with each other espcially in terms of fellowship and socially 

• Explore we can be more involved in our community 
• Grow in numbers 
• Work with our mission partnership to explore how we can work together and 

prepare for mission communities 
• Explore inclusive Church 
• Develop our on-line presence 
• Improve our technology for recording services with Wi-Fi connection in Church. 

 
What do we need to do prepare for post COVID and the future? We are in no rush and want 

to give ourselves the time to get to some kind of ‘new normality’, with a mixture of the the 

things that we have done in the past and some of the new things that we have had to take 

on board. We are able to worship in our church buildings (COVID secure) and we also have 

a whole range of services on worship on-line, a hybrid church. In effective a mixture of 

traditional and new but we need to give ourselves time to reflect and prepare. 

We don’t know what the future holds, but can hold onto God’s promise to Jeremiah which 

is as revelant today as it was in Jeremiah’s day. 

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU TO YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT, COMMITMENT 

AND DEDICATION. 

REVD DEBORAH, REVD SUE, MINISTRY TEAM, CHURCH WARDENS AND PCC 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

FUNERALS 
 
We commend into the loving hands of Almighty God: 
 
PHILIP SCHOFIELD whose funeral took place on 1st February 2021 
 
MILLIE MEELEY, whose funeral took place at St. Margaret’s Church on 17th February 2021. 
 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Congratulations to our young people who were confirmed on 21st February 2021. 
 

EMILY CUPIAL 

SAM HUXLEY 

GRACE ILES 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2021 
 

Please bear in mind that these may change dependent of government changes and 
consequent restrictions. 
 
Peregrini Morning Prayer will take place daily at 8.30am on-line. Compline will take place 
daily at 8.15pm on-line. Both can be found on www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello or 
www.facebook.com/StmaggieP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENT COURSES (via Zoom) 

Mondays 7.30pm ‘The Psalms’ led by Revd Margaret Trivasse (St. 

Gabriel’s) 

Tuesdays 2.00pm ‘Prayer’ led by Revd Sue Walker (St. Margaret’s) 

Fridays 7.30pm ‘The Eucharist’ led by Rev Shaun Conlon (St. Mary’s) 

 Our online Lenten offerings (Stations of the Cross, seasonally 

appropriate hymns and anthems can be found on our blog Monday – 

Saturday from 2.00pm.  

They will stay there indefinitely, so if you don’t happen to be online at 

2.00pm it doesn’t matter – you can watch them later at your 

convenience. 

http://www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello
http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Sunday 28th Feb     The Second Sunday of Lent 
9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  

 
Mon 1st Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Tues 2nd Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross    
   
Wed 3rd Mar          10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Thurs 4th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Fri 5th Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn  
   3.00pm  World Day of Prayer (either pray on your own 
with a booklet (see Carol O) or join us on-line for live streamed prayer on Facebook)  
 
Sat 6th Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 

Sunday 7th Mar         The Third Sunday of Lent 
   9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s   
Mon 8th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Tues 9th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross    
   
Wed 10th Mar         10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
   7.30pm   PCC meeting via Zoom 
 
Thurs 11th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Fri 12th Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn  
 
Sat 13th Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 

 Sunday 14th Mar    The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Mothering Sunday) 
9.45am  Holy Communion/Mothering Sunday at St. M’s  
4.00pm Mothering Sunday service on-line led by our children. 

Mon 15th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Tues 16th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross    
   
Wed 17th Mar         10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
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Thurs 18th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Fri 19th Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn  
 
Sat 20th Mar  9.30am  Diocesan synod 
   from 2.00pm          Lenten hymn 
 
_________________________________________________________________________Su
Sunday 21st Mar     The Fifth Sunday of Lent PASSIONTIDE 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
 
Mon 22nd Mar from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
   2.00pm  Book Club (The Miniaturist) 
 
Tues 23rd Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Wed 24th Mar        10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
 
Thurs 25th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
 
Fri 26th Mar  from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn  
 
Sat 27th Mar  from 2.00pm  On-line Lenten hymn    
 

             HOLY WEEK 
Sunday 28th Mar                            PALM SUNDAY 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   4.00pm  Palm Sunday On-line – blessing of the palms      and 
the Passion. 
 
Mon 29th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
   7.00pm  Holy Week reflection on-line – Ignatian 
 
Tues 30th Mar from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
   7.00pm  Holy Week reflection on-line - Peregrini prayer 
      
Wed 31st Mar          10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn 
   7.00pm  Holy Week reflection - Tenebrae 
 
Thurs 1st Apr from 2.00pm On-line Station of the Cross 
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   7.00pm  Maundy Thursday Service at St. M’s 
   7.00pm  Maundy Thursday Service on-line 
   8.00-10.00pm The watch – live streamed 
 
Fri 2nd Apr  10.00am  Good Friday on-line for children 

from 2.00pm On-line Lenten hymn  
   2.00pm  Good Friday service at St. M’s 
   2.00pm  Good Friday on-line with music 
 
Sat 3rd Apr  2.00pm  Lenten hymn 

7.00pm  Easter vigil on-line. 
 
Sun 4th Apr  9.45am  Easter Sunday at St. M’s 
   9.45am  Easter Sunday on-line with music 
   11.15am   Easter Sunday at St. G’s  
   
 
 
Please do check our Facebook page, Instagram, Twitter feed and website for up-to-date 
information. 
 
   

      
NB GOODS FOR PORCH BOXES CAN BE DROPPED OFF ON THURSDAY MORNINGS, 9.30-
11.00AM            
             
 

St GEORGE’S CHURCH, SIMISTER, March 2021 

Hi Everybody 

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE CHURCH AND VILLAGE FAMILY PLUS DEBBIE GRAHAM.  

An update on last month’s news, I told you about the donations the sum reached was £625, 

absolutely amazing!!!! The gas and electricity bills have been paid for the last 6 months. 

THANK YOU to the LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GROUP for their grant of £409 towards the cost of 

roof repairs. They always support us. 

The church and LWH 

The church is safe and dry, 

The LWH roof is safe at the moment, but work will resume when the weather improves. 

When we are allowed, we will have to clean the church and Lady Wilton Hall in readiness 

14th APRIL 4.00pm MESSY CHURCH ON-LINE 
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for church services and the hall being opened once more. I will be asking for help again and 

let us hope and pray this will be soon. 

The following Lists are now included on the weekly service sheet. 

Will you please pray for those who are sick remembering especially:- 

Tom Porter, Joyce Roebuck, Barbara Peeling, Colin Hargreaves, Rita Evans, Barbara Cass,   

Bob Hardy, Revd. Deborah and Geoff Stromberg. 

All our church families, own friends, relatives and mankind. 

Anniversaries of death. There will be no flowers in church  

In March we remember:-  

Bessie Harding, Ethel Evans. John Warburton 

Remember, through prayer nothing is impossible.     Joan  

Please take care, keep safe and well, much love and God bless. Joan and Carol xx 

 

 

St. Margaret’s Church REREDOS FLOWERS  

There are currently no flowers in church. 
 
 
 

 WELCOME TO MESSY CHURCH 

Our next Messy Church is on Wednesday 14th at 4.00pm on-line, with 

the theme of Easter. Because of current regulations we are unable to 

have our meeting at the Lady Wilton Hall. It will be ‘Messy Church at 

Home’, which can be found on our Facebook page.  

On Good Friday, 2nd April, at 10.00 we will be live streaming ‘Good Friday for Children’. 

This is a simple overview of Holy Week for children to join in with. Please do join us. It 

will also be on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StmaggieP   

 

  

 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Please remember: when wearing a face mask, it must cover your nose as well as your 

mouth!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dido’s Lament – H Purcell (1659-95) 

This powerful aria is the penultimate song in Purcell’s opera “Dido and Aeneas”. I 

discovered it one January morning. We were recently locked down for the third time, 

infection rates were out of control and UK daily death rates were higher than ever. A friend 

had posted a version of Dido’s Lament by Annie Lennox, accompanied by London City 

Voices. Well, if Annie Lennox is involved, it has to be worth a listen! Unaware at the time 

that this song is from an opera, nor the story of the opera, I clicked ‘play’, and it spoke to 

me: 

When I am laid in earth, may my wrongs create no trouble in thy breast. 

Remember me, remember me, but – ah! – forget my fate. 

The Lennox/LCV recording was dedicated to Greenpeace, on behalf of our dying planet, 

with the aim of raising funds to address some of the causes of global warming – and some 

of the issues caused by global warming. 

I scoured various online repositories for Public Domain sheet music, with a view to 

suggesting to Maggie’s Music Makers that we learn and perform it. Yes, it’s secular music 

rather than sacred, but given the year we’ve suffered, the sacrifices we’ve made, and the 

losses we grieve, it is entirely appropriate for Lent. As they so often do, they rose to the 

challenge, each contributing powerful performances to our virtual choir video. 

The music is dignified, impassioned, and utterly spine-tingling. I never tire of listening. 

Lennox/LCV: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3DFaIovZxc  

Maggie’s Music Makers: https://youtu.be/hGUS0B2snRs  

Carol P 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3DFaIovZxc
https://youtu.be/hGUS0B2snRs
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Maggie’s Music Makers  

Weekly singing practices are currently held via Zoom. 
We sing hymns, learn anthems, and develop singing 
technique. Please contact Carol P if you would like to 
join in. 
 
 
 

 

LE to JOG 

Edinburgh to John O’Groats – the final part of the journey. 

I left Edinburgh via Queensferry, also called 

South Queensferry or simply "The Ferry”, 

which sits on the shore in the shadow of the 

Forth Bridges. The Forth Bridge, a railway 

bridge which was completed over 125 years 

ago, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a 

spectacular feat in engineering. The 

neighbouring Forth Road Bridge opened in 

1964, and Queensferry Crossing, to the west 

of South Queensferry, opened in 2017. 

Then through Dunfermline which was once the capital of Scotland. The 'auld grey toun' of 

Dunfermline is at the heart of Scotland's history and the royal and monastic past dominates 

the town. There are a wide number of historical venues such as the royal palace, a 12th 

century abbey (which is the final resting place 

of Robert the Bruce and the burial site of 11 

other Scottish kings and queens), the restored 

15th century Abbot House and the cave in 

which St Margaret bathed the feet of the poor. 

Travelling on through Kinross near Perthshire's 
southern border beside Loch Leven, the largest 
loch of the Scottish Lowlands. It was declared a 
nature reserve in 1964, the loch attracts 
around 20,000 pink-footed geese every 
autumn. Sitting peacefully on an islet within the 
loch itself is the enchanting Lochleven Castle. 
Between April and September, you can take the 
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small ferry to the castle which gained infamy when it acted as a prison to Mary Queen of 
Scots in 1567. Her dramatic escape by boat is one of Scotland's most romantic tales. 
 
Perth is a little town, elegantly perched on the banks of the River Tay. Once the ancient capital 
of Scotland, it is a manageable size and is a delightful place to wander with its vibrant hub of 
restaurants, bars, shops and cafes which blends seamlessly with its ancient roots and 
historical past. It was voted as Scotland’s first Food Town in 2018 

Through Dunkeld, the gateway to the highlands and on to Pitlochry, Calvine and Dalwhinnie 

(for a wee dram) before reaching Aviemore. The Cairngorms are Britain’s second highest 

mountain range approached through forests of Caladonian Pin. The broad valley is spliced 

in two by the river Spay and is famous for – you’ve guessed it – whisky! It is close to the 

secluded lochs, ancient forest, mountain trails and ski runs of the surrounding parkland.  

Inverness is one of Scotland's seven cities and sits in the south of the Highlands, on the 
banks of the River Ness. Crowned by a pink 
castle and lavishly decorated with flowers, it is 
a thriving city with a rich variety of places to 
visit and things to do both in the city and 
around. The city boasts a number of historic 
buildings in the Old Town that can be 
appreciated while browsing city shops.  
 
And now onto the John O’ Groats trail, the 
final part of the journey. Through 
Culbokie (the haunted nook) along the coast to 
Alness, Tain and the seaside town of Dornach. 
  
Golspie, Helmsdale (of salmon fame), 

Berriedale lead to Dunbleath and Whaligo. 
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Whaligoe Haven is surrounded on three sides by 250ft cliffs and forms one of the most 
remarkable harbours you will find anywhere in Scotland. It is reached by the Whaligoe 
Steps, which descend to the harbour: and a trip down the steps and the hard slog back up 
them make for a spectacular experience. 

Not much further now = Wick and then John O’Groats 

Yes, I made it! This Highland village combines 
dramatic, unspoilt scenery and fascinating 
wildlife. Local legend has that the "o' Groats" 
refers to John's charge of one groat for use of his 
ferry, but it actually derives from the Dutch de 
groot, meaning "the large". People from John 
o' Groats are known as "Groaters". 

 
Although technically I have finished LE to JOG, just 
11 miles from Dunnet Head, the mostly northerly 

point of mainland Britain. This is the ‘End to End’ journey and having come this far, I am 
going to jog this last part, even though it hadn’t been planned. 
 
The trek has now been completed and raised £4000 for cancer research UK. Thank you all 
so much for your continued support. A great end to a long trek! 

 
Deborah 

 

LENTEN LUNCHES 

Unfortunately, we are unable to have our Lenten 

lunches this year, due to COVID restrictions. Normally 

the monies raised are split between church and 

Christian Aid. Perhaps this year you would consider 

donating the cost of a Lenten lunch (£5.00) during Lent 

so that we can continue to support Christian Aid. 

Simply put your donation into an envelope and label 

Lenten lunch. Please bring it to a church service you 

may be attending or drop it off on a Thursday morning, 

9.30am-11.00am when we collect for porch boxes. 

Thank you. 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT) 

Friday 5th MARCH 2021 
 

BUILD ON A STRONG FOUNDATION – 

VANUATU 

 

 

  

There will not be a service in Church this year due to Coronavirus, but we are asking that at 

3.00pm on 5th March we all stop and pray for the women of Vanuatu. Copies of the service 

are available in Church. 

Thank you – Carol Olive 
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OUR DAILY BREAD                    MARCH 2021   

 

 

 

Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; you are gentle with us as a mother with 
her children. 

Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; through your gentleness we find 
comfort in fear. 

Your warmth gives life to the dead, your touch makes sinners righteous. 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us; in your love and tenderness remake us. 

In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, for the beauty of heaven may your love 
prepare us      Anselm (1109) 

 
1st:  
Come, all who are thirsty says Jesus, our Lord, come, all who are weak, taste the living 
water that I shall give. Dip your hands in the stream, refresh body and soul, drink from it, 
depend on it, for this water will never run dry. Come, all who are thirsty says Jesus, our 
Lord.  
 
2nd:  
Make the most of the opportunities God gives you to shine today. 
 
3rd:  
Why should we pray? Because God listens. “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 
He delivers them from all their troubles.” Psalm 34: 17 
 
4th:  
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to 
cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Isaiah 58:6-7 
 
5th:  
For each step that we might take be our guide, O Lord of life 
For each load that we might bear be our strength, O Lord of life 
For each mountain we might face be our power, O Lord of life 
For each river that might impede be our safety, O Lord of life 
For each place where we might rest be our peace, O Lord of life 
For each sunrise and sunset be our joy, O Lord of life 
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6th:  
We may grieve the loss of many things in this life. But, in our relationship with God, there is 
never loss – only gain. 
 
Sunday 7th:  
For what I have received may the Lord make me truly thankful. And more truly for what I 
have not received. Margaret Jameson 
 
8th:  
Lord, may my heart give you praise whenever I see a cross, for You gave Yourself for me in 
love. Amen Christ gave His life on the tree for our salvation. 
 
9th:  
Be still, let the mind go free to rediscover lost and lovely things. Empty your hands and you 
will be filled with peace. 
 
10th:  
Perhaps when we feel battle weary, we just need to “sit this one out.” The Lord will fight for 
you; you need only to be still. Exodus 14: 14 
 
11th:   
Praise the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God you are very great. Psalm 104:1 
 
12th:  
Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, A heart to seek you, Wisdom to find you, 
Conduct pleasing to you, Faithful perseverance in waiting for you, And a hope of finally 
embracing you. -- Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
13th:  
We are in a race, not a parade, so let’s run it to win. I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:14 
 
14th:  
Mothering Sunday. Loving God, on this special day we thank you for mothers everywhere. 
We praise you our God, for Jesus, born of a woman, Mary his mother, and nurtured in her 
love. Guide and support all entrusted with the responsibility of motherhood. Amen 
 
15th:  
It is always a good day to be grateful for all of life - grateful for large blessings and small. 
Especially to be grateful for the symbolic blessings - the rainbows and butterflies that come 
into our lives when we least expect and most need them. 
- Jonathan Lockwood Huie 
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16th:  
The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy you with all good things. Isaiah 58: 11 
 
17th:  
St. Patrick of Ireland: Almighty God, who in your providence chose your servant Patrick to 
be the apostle of the Irish people: keep alive in us the fire of the faith he kindled and 
strengthen us in our pilgrimage towards the light of everlasting life. 
 
18th:  
“It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it 
is summer in the light, and winter in the shade.”  ― Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 
 
19th:  
Joseph of Nazareth: God our Father, who from the family of your servant David raised up 
Joseph the carpenter to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and husband of the Blessèd 
Virgin Mary: give us grace to follow him in faithful obedience to your commands. 
 
20th:  
Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne: Almighty God, who called your servant Cuthbert from 
following the flock to follow your Son and to be a shepherd of your people: 
in your mercy, grant that we, following his example, may bring those who are lost home to 
your fold. 
 
Sunday 21st:  
Let Him have all your worries and cares, for He is always thinking about you and watching 
everything that concerns you. 1 Peter 5: 7 
 
22nd:  
Dear Lord, help me to believe that You are with me, even when I can’t see You working in 
my life. -  Faith-testing times can be faith-strengthening times. 
 
23rd:  
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. John 3: 16 – Christ has replaced the dark door of death with the 
shining gate of life. 
 
24th:  
God, heavenly Father, look upon me and hear my prayer during this holy Season of Lent. By 
the good works You inspire, help me to discipline my body and to be renewed in spirit. 
Amen 
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25th  
The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary: We beseech you, O Lord, pour your grace 
into our hearts, that as we have known the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ by the 
message of an angel, so by his cross and passion we may be brought to the glory of his 
resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
26th:  
The Lord is my strength and my shield, my heart trusted in him and I am helped. Psalm 28:7 
 
27th:  
Work hard and cheerfully at all you do, just as though you were working for the Lord. 
Colossians 3: 23 
 

Don’t forget to Spring Forward 1 hour on your clocks, phones etc. 

 
Sunday 28th: Palm Sunday 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
Zechariah 9:9 
 
29th:  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! Praise Him, all creatures here below! 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 
30th:  
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine; but God, who called me 
here below, will be forever mine.  John Newton 
 
31st:  
Prayer is the deliberate and persevering action of the soul. It is true and enduring, and full 
of grace. Prayer fastens the soul to God and makes it one with God’s will. 
Julian of Norwich 
 

The days are slowly lengthening filling your world with light. Keep us all from temptation 

as this Lent season draws to a close. Help us to prepare for your resurrection and the 

promise of new life. Help us to see new life all around us in as the spring season slowly 

emerges in your creation.  
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“They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the king of Israel!" John 12:13 

Palm Sunday is significant because it marks the beginning of Holy Week, that very 

important day when Jesus began His journey toward the cross. 

In each of the gospels, we find the story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The 

people cut palm branches and waved them in the air, then laid them out on the ground 

before Him as He rode into the city. The palm branch is known to represent goodness and 

victory, symbolic of the final victory He would soon fulfil over sin and death. 

But no one knew the full story then. They had no idea what would soon transpire… 

They just knew, at that moment, on that day, they longed to give worship and praise to 

Jesus. 

“A massive crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of Him and those that followed 

were shouting: “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!” When Jesus had entered Jerusalem, the whole city 

was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” Matthew 21:8-10 

The whole city was “stirred,” they were “shaken.” I can almost imagine the energy of the 

moment, voices cheering and shouting, people trying to see through the crowds, just who it 

was that was coming through that day. 

As they called out, "Hosanna!" they were hailing Christ as King. That word means "to save 

now," and though in their own minds they eagerly waited for an earthly king, God had a 

different plan in store. He was providing a way to set us free…eternally. 

This is the greatness of why we celebrate this week. Because of Christ's ultimate sacrifice 

and victory, we too are more than conquerors, and set free through Him. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+12:13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+21:8-10
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Dear God, 

Thank you for sending your Son and paving the way for our lives to be set free through 

Jesus' death on the cross. Thank you for what this day stands for - the beginning of Holy 

Week, the start of the journey towards the power of the cross, the victory of the 

Resurrection, and the rich truth that Jesus truly is our King of Kings. 

"Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord..." 

We give you praise and honour for your ways are righteous and true. We give you 

worship for you are holy and just. We will declare that your love stands firm forever. For 

your loving kindness endures forever. 

Thank you that your ways are far greater than our ways, your thoughts far deeper than 

our thoughts. Thank you that you had a plan to redeem. Thank you that you make all 

things new. Thank you that your face is towards the righteous, and you hear our prayers, 

and know our hearts. Help us to stay strong and true to you. Help us not to follow the 

voice of the crowds, but to press in close to you, to hear your whispers, and seek after you 

alone. 

We praise you and we bless you Lord!  

Amen. 

Carol O 

 

 

 

Face Coverings 

As you will know, fabric face-coverings are now legally required in 

public spaces such as shops, when using public transport, and in 

our churches. 

Under my trading name of JeaniusBags I have been making and 

selling these in all kinds of colours and prints. As I have no wish to 

profit in any way from the pandemic, every penny raised from the sales of these items 

continues to be donated to Porch Boxes (https://porchboxes.wordpress.com/ ).  

Face coverings are available in church, or via my website (https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/ ).  

 
 

https://porchboxes.wordpress.com/
https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/
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St Margaret’s Mothers Union 
Treasurers Report 

January-December 2020 
 

Last year we managed to make quite a substantial donation to the 
Mothers Union charities because of our fundraising in 2019.  We sent 
£100 each to AFIA, Just up your Street and Welcoming Strangers. 
 
Just before lockdown we were able to have our Easter Egg raffle and because of the 
generosity of the Church family and at such short notice, we raised £83.  We also raised £100 
for the Make a Mother’s Day appeal which unfortunately we were unable to send. 
 
We were unable to have our normal Christmas raffle and our carry over amount is £377.29 
compared to £507.29 last year. 
 
This amount will be carried over to 2021. 
 
Mary Simmons 
(Treasurer) 

 

 

THE LEPROSY MISSION 

Please could I ask all individual collectors to return their phials or boxes to me as soon as 

possible so that I can send our annual total to The Leprosy Mission. 

If it is not possible to bring them to church, please ring me (0161 796 9335) and I can 

arrange to collect them. Thank you. 

Irene Kellett 

 

 

Greetings Cards 

If you know of anyone celebrating a special birthday or anniversary soon 

(80th, 90th, 100th birthdays, Silver or Golden weddings), please let Zandra 

know. Also any church member who is seriously ill or bereaved. 

The beautiful cards sent are made by our dear friend Mavis who upcycles 

old greetings cards – please pass your to Zandra, who will make sure they get to Mavis. 

Zandra Lewis, 773 7319 
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Dust If You Must 

I have been tidying – I like having a nice house, well to be 
frank, the novelty of having a house itself has yet to wear 
off.  But still, this poem caught something in me – let’s 
keep our homes nice places to be, not let the dishes pile 
up, but remember to also enjoy our lives too? 

Carol O 

  

 

Dust If You Must 

Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better 
To paint a picture, or write a letter, 
Bake a cake, or plant a seed; 
Ponder the difference between want and need? 
 
Dust if you must, but there’s not much time, 
With rivers to swim, and mountains to climb; 
Music to hear, and books to read; 
Friends to cherish, and life to lead. 
 
Dust if you must, but the world’s out there 
With the sun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair; 
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain, 
This day will not come around again. 
 
Dust if you must, but bear in mind, 
Old age will come and it’s not kind. 
And when you go (and go you must) 
You, yourself, will make more dust. 

 

Rose Milligan 
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Articles for future editions of our parish magazine should be emailed as an attachment 

(Word doc, A4, portrait, no columns) to stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com no later than: 

 

April Magazine 21 March 
May Magazine 25 April 
June Magazine 23 May 

 

Large print version of the magazine. We are planning 

to produce a larger print version of the magazine. If 

text this size easier for you to read, let whoever 

brings your magazine know.  

 

 

Would you like to advertise  

in our magazine? 

If so, please contact us through our website and we will be pleased to provide 

you with further information. 

¼ page   £25 

1/3 page   £30 
½ page   £45 
1 page   £65 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com
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ST MARGARET’S BOWLING CLUB, 

POLEFIELD ROAD, PRESTWICH 

                             

We are your local and friendly crown green 

bowling club and we welcome new members 

of any age, with or without any previous 

bowling experience.    Whether you want to 

bowl just socially, with friends and fellow members, or competitively in league 

teams, we have several qualified coaches to help new bowlers get started.  So, if 

you wish to try it out, or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Karen Tansey Tel:  0161 798 6791 

  email:  StMargBC@gmail.com 
 

mailto:StMargBC@gmail.com
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St Margaret’s Social Media Streams 

• Subscribe to our Blog: Blog – St Margaret's Church Prestwich 

(stmargaretsprestwich.com)   

• Follow us on Twitter  

If you have a Twitter account then just login and 

search for @StMaggieP or go to (1) StMargaret 

Prestwich (@StMaggieP) / Twitter Please follow us 

and retweet our stuff!  

• Like us on Facebook  

Next time you’re busy Facebooking, please take a 

moment to find and ‘Like’ our public page 

(https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP) and click to join St 

Margaret’s Community Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158  

• Follow us on Instagram 

St Margarets Prestwich (@stmargaretsprestwich) • 

Instagram photos and videos  

  

• Download our FREE Church App  

     

From the App Store        

                         From Google Play  

 

For full information about our parish visit our website: 

https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/    

https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/
https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/
https://twitter.com/StMaggieP
https://twitter.com/StMaggieP
https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsprestwich/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsprestwich/?hl=en
https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/
https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/


 
  

PAROCHIAL ORGANISATIONS 

ST MARGARET’S PRE-SCHOOL  Church House  Mrs. G.M. McConville       (773 9491) 

Monday to Friday, 9.15am to 12.15pm, and  Monday to Thursday, 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

MOTHERS UNION           Church House         Mrs. J. Johnson (798 8172) 

First Friday of the Month, 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

 SOCIAL CIRCLE           Church House     Mrs. J. Evans    (773 9683) 

Third Thursday of the Month, 7.30pm 

MAGGIE’S MUSIC GROUP      St. Margaret’s Church   Dr. Carol Porter (773 0836) 

Rehearses regularly and welcomes new members 

MESSY CHURCH        Lady Wilton Hall, Simister     

Third Wednesday of the Month, 4.00pm to 5:30pm 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS All in the Youth & Community Centre 

Beavers          Thursday, 5.30 to 6.30pm }                        Mrs. S. Lomas (773 0307) 

Cubs           Thursday 7.00 to 8.30pm  }                         

Scouts                                  }       gs/8th@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk 

Explorers                                 } 

Rainbows          Tuesday 5.00 to 6.00pm                   Mrs. D. Todd (773 0018) 

Brownies          Tuesday, 6.00 to 7.30pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

Guides          Tuesday 7.30 to 9.00pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

  

MISSION PARTNERSHIP YOUTH GROUP 

Meets at St. Mary’s Community Centre, Church lane, Prestwich. Every Sunday from6.30-8.00pm. 

Open to Children aged 9-14.  

Contact Rev. Deborah Sandercock-Pickles on 773 2698 for information 

 

 St. GEORGES CHURCH, SIMISTER 

 Deputy Churchwardens  Mrs. J. Knott                                                    773 6879 

  Mrs. C. Knaggs               773 7960 

  

SERVICES AT ST GEORGE’S, SIMISTER 

Sunday     11.15am Holy Communion 

See the magazine calendar for the full list of services for the month 

  

 ALL THE CHURCH HALLS ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

  

Church House        (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs. J. Evans - 773 9683 

Youth & Community Centre      (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs Y. Storey - 773 8519 

Lady Wilton Hall        (Simister Lane)                   Mrs. J. Knott  - 773 6879 

  
  

  



 
  

St George’s Church 

Simister 

 

 

St George’s Church 

Simister  
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