
The Parish of St Margaret, Holyrood, Prestwich 
St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister 

Sunday 2nd May – The Fifth Sunday of Easter   
                                                           

 
Collect 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put 
into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. Alex Illes 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip,‘Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.’(This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip,‘Go over to this chariot 
and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you 
understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this:‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he 
does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.’ The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, 
may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,‘Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, 
and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 8.26–40 

A reading from the first letter of John.  

 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the 
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So 
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is 
no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I 
love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 1 4.7–21 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 



Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples.’ 15.1–8 

website-http://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com  

download our FREE Church App from the App store/From Goggle play     

 Twitter: @StMaggieP   

With regard to the Government’s new COVID Tier system, we are now in a National Lockdown, 
which means we are  offering Sunday and Wednesday services at St Margaret’s Church (9.45am) 
only. Services at  St George’s will be suspended for now and reviewed at the end of January, if 
you wish to attended St Margaret’s in lieu of St George’s please let Rev’s Deborah, Sue or the 
Wardens and which service you would like to attend. This is restricted to 30 social distances 
people at St. M’s. We need to adhere to all COVID -19 regulations. Face Coverings must be worn 
at all times whilst in Church. Please observe the 2-metre rule at all times & do not engage in any 
social gathering either inside or outside of church. Hand sanitise on entering & leaving church. 
PLEASE, DO NOT ATTEND if you feel UNWELL or HAVE EXPERIENCED ANY OF THE COVID SYMPTOMS 
in the past seven days. We will be receiving communion in one kind as we did prior to lockdown. 
Peregrini morning prayer (8.30am) and Compline (8.15pm) are on our Facebook page daily. 
THANKS  

Notices:  

Last week was the unofficial "Not the Simister Festival", in which JeaniusBags hosted a series 
of videos selling bags (in lieu of having a stall in Lady Wilton Hall) to raise funds for St George's. 
Here's the full set of links to the videos - all tested, and work even if you don't have a Facebook 
account:  
Wednesday https://fb.watch/55a1C2xmB6/ Holdalls, shoppers, pouches, Backpacks 
Thursday https://fb.watch/559_LYqWih/ Boho bags, crossbody bags, bumbags 
Saturday https://fb.watch/559Yzqi_D9/ Handbags, clutch bags, specs cases 
Sunday https://fb.watch/559Vii4-r-/ Totes, purses, wallets, accessories 
Just message me if you're interested in buying anything. 
Thanks, Carol 

Inspiring Music in Worship: This 5-week course designed by the Royal School of Church Music 
will be run via Zoom through May and into June, in order to prepare ourselves for when 
congregational singing is allowed to resume in our services. Are you interested in attending? 
When would you prefer the course to run? A short google form has been sent to you by email. 
Please complete and return your preferences before 30 April. You can also access the form here 
https://forms.gle/Gi62jgPRegc6Gwo69. Thanks, Carol.  

Have you found the St Margaret's Community Facebook Group yet? It's where we can all share 
witticisms, words of wisdom and encouragement. It's here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
600247334220158/  

https://fb.watch/55a1C2xmB6/
https://fb.watch/559_LYqWih/
https://fb.watch/559Yzqi_D9/
https://fb.watch/559Vii4-r-/


St Margaret's is now on Spotify! Some of our magazine articles and blog posts - including the 
current series of Stations of the Cross - have been converted to audio so you can listen at your 
leisure, here: https://anchor.fm/st- margarets-prestwich  

Book Club: The next book will be “Death on Lindisfarne” by Fay Sampson & we will be reviewing 

it on Monday 3rd May at 2,00pm via Zoom. 

 
Porch Boxes: As per last Lockdown, St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am 
on Thursday’s for the Porch Box Donations. Many thanks for your continued support  

Please Pray For:  

The Sick  

Nigel Birtwistle, Lee Boyce, Dennis Bushell, Joyce Danso, Philip Dawson, Margaret Elliott, Francis 
Hegg, Maureen and Brian Jones, David Latham, Neil Kelly, Father Martin, Alison Morris, Sheila 
Rimmer, Margaret Smythe, Geoff Stromberg, Maude Warren, Debra Ward, Yvette Wilton.  

Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness  

Elizabeth Ann Beck, Matilda Blackmore, Barbara Cass, Patricia Craine, Laraine Darlington, Marion 
Dixon, Rita Evans, The Gittins Family, Andrew Ginn, Becky Ginn, Audrey Handley, Bob Hardy, 
Peter Henry, Joan Horgan, Sally Johnson, Joan Knight, Darren Leadbetter, Niamh Lewis, Robert 
Lyne, Matilda, Alex Orr, Barbara Peeling, Tom Porter, Bill Potts, Matilda, Martine Rammell, Musa 
Rashid, Joyce Roebuck, Susan Rowan, Lesley Sharpe, Richard Simmons, Beverley Taylor, Alice 
White, Rev Pauline Whitmarsh, Rev Deborah.  

Anniversaries of Death  

Bob Chafer, Florence Nye, James Turpin. 

Columbarium Flowers:  

 Derek Goldie                                            May 5th 

HYMNS  

Int 752- Will You Come & Follow Me 

Grad 475- Now The Green Blade Riseth 

Off 216- God is Love, His the Care 

Comm 674- This is My Body 

Rec 305- I Danced in The Morning 

IF YOU NEED ANY HELP OR SUPPORT PLEASE CONTACT REVD DEBORAH ON 01617732698 OR 
REVD SUE 07761565428 OR VIA ST. MARGARET’S WEBSITE  



All Notices for next week’s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Tuesday 

please send to:- mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net     


