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Dear friends, 

Over the next month we come to the end of the season of Easter and think about Ascension 

Day, Thy Kingdom Come and Pentecost. So, let’s start with the Ascension Day. 

The travel writer Bill Bryson gives a memorable account of his visit to the Grand Canyon in 

his book ‘the Lost Continent’. When he arrived there, the whole area was covered in 

freezing fog, so dense that he could barely make out his hand in front of him, let alone the 

beautiful panorama that he came to see. Hugely disappointed. He was on the verge of 

leaving, having waited for as long as his schedule permitted, when suddenly, just for a 

moment, the fog cleared and there before him stretched a view that left him lost for words.  

‘Nothing prepares you for the Grand Canyon’, he writes. ‘No matter you read about it or 

see it pictured, it still takes your breath away.’ 

That experience takes us to the heart of what Ascension Day is about. Those who followed 

Jesus during the course of his ministry. Thinking they knew and understood who he was, 

came to realise, in that moment, they barely understood anything. Even after his 

resurrection had broken through the fog of doubt and despair, they still saw just a fraction 

of the full vista rather than the whole. For them, his significance lay in terms of then and 

there, their own place and time.  

On Ascension Day as they stood watching, Jesus was lifted up and a cloud took him 

from their sight. While he was going and they were staring into the sky, suddenly two 

men clothed in white stood next to them. They said. ‘men of Galilee why do you stand 

staring at the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken from you up into heaven, will come 

in the same way you saw him go…. God has highly exalted, giving him the name that 

is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. (Acts 2:9-11, Philippians 2:9-11) 

On Ascension Day the disciples came to realise that Jesus was far beyond what they 

thought. He was the King of kings and Lord of lords, not just for then, but for always and 

not just for them but for everyone. His love, purpose and significance extended for all time. 

It was as though the fog suddenly lifted, as though for the first time they saw clearly, 

recognising that Jesus was greater than they’d ever begun to imagine.   

Perhaps we need to let the fog clear from our eyes as we see Jesus for who he really is. 

Every blessing, 

Deborah 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

There were no baptisms, weddings of funerals during April. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR FOR MAY 2021 
 

Please bear in mind that these may change dependent of government changes and 
consequent restrictions. 
 
Peregrini Morning Prayer will take place daily at 8.30am on-line. Compline will take place 
daily at 8.15pm on-line. Both can be found on www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello or 
www.facebook.com/StmaggieP  

                 
Sun 2ndMay                                                      The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   11.15am   Holy Communion at St. G’s 
 
Wed 5th May 10.00am  Holy Communion 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THY KINGDOM COME STARTS AFTER ASCENSION DAY AND LASTS UNTIL PENTECOST 
 
Sunday 9th May    The Sixth Sunday of Easter  

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 
       
Wed 12th May         10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
 
Thurs 13th May tbc   PMP Ascension Day Service tbc 
 

 
Sunday 16th May     The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 

 
Wed 19th May        10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   4.00pm  Messy Church on-line – Pentecost  
 
Thurs 20th May All day  Clergy conference 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello
http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Sunday 23rd May                            The Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday) 
9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  

   11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 
   4.00pm  Service of wholeness and well being 
       
Wed 26th May          10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
 
 
NB – Livestreamed services are only available via our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP  Pre-recorded services can be viewed via our blog, 
Facebook page, Twitter feed or Tumblr. Just search for @StMaggieP. 
 
Please do check our Facebook page, Instagram, Twitter feed and website for up-to-date 
information. 
 
   

      
NB GOODS FOR PORCH BOXES CAN BE DROPPED OFF ON THURSDAY MORNINGS, 9.30-
11.00AM            
             
 

St GEORGE’S CHURCH, SIMISTER, May 2021 

Hi Everybody 

ST. GEORGE’S C HURCH IS NOW OPEN 

Unfortunately, we can only have 16 people in church at any one time. I will notify 

everybody when this changes. 

Congratulations to Carol and Mike Knaggs on the celebration of their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary, I hope you enjoyed your weekend. JK 

Thank you Barbara and Vicky for the beautiful flowers at Easter and James for making the 

cross, they made us all feel good and hope for some kind of normality. 

Good news – We can now have flowers in church, there is a list in church but I will do a list 

in the magazine each month. 

Will you please pray for those who are sick remembering especially: 

Tom Porter, Joyce Roebuck, Barbara Peeling, Colin Hargreaves, Rita Evans, Barbara Cass,   

Bob Hardy, Geoff Stromberg and Revd. Deborah 

All our church families, own friends, relatives, and mankind. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
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Anniversaries of death.       In May we remember:-  

9th May: Ann Anderton, Arthur Knott 

16th May: 

23rd May: Joyce Hall, Dennis Saville 

30th May: Mary Cole, Edith Kavanagh, Ena Heywood 

6th June: Jack Davidson, Tony Anderton, Jean Simpson, Linda Shaw, Ian Williams,                                         

Marjorie Crompton, Arnold Smith 

13th June: 

20th June: Wendy Jehu, Alice Farrar and Joan Mason 

 

Altar Flowers                       In Memory 

25th April    Mrs. Molloy   Tommy Molloy 

8th May    Joan Knott   Arthur Knott   

16th May   Mrs. Mumford  Ron Mumford, Mr.& Mrs. Preston  

23rd May 

30th May  Mrs Stewardson/Hardy Ena Heywood 

6th   June  Family of Linda Shaw Linda Shaw 

If you wish to put flowers in church or have any problems do not hesitate, please contact: 

Barbara Ashurst   07922655013 or Joan Knott 07733347173 

Remember, through prayer nothing is impossible.     Joan  

 

Please take care, keep safe and well, much love and God bless. Joan and Carol xx 

 

 

St. Margaret’s Church REREDOS FLOWERS  

We thank the flower team for the beautiful floral arrangements during 
the Easter season. 
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 WELCOME TO MESSY CHURCH 

 

Our next Messy Church is on Wednesday 19th May at 4.00pm on-line, 

with the theme of Pentecost (Whit Sunday). Because of current 

regulations we are unable to have our meeting at the Lady Wilton Hall. It will be ‘Messy 

Church at Home’, which can be found on our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/StmaggieP   

 

  

 
Whose Body? 

Sometimes, it seems God has a sense of humour. Last weekend I had a look at the gospel 

for Wednesday’s service. John 6:35-40.  “I am the bread of life” and “I will raise him up on 

the last day”. That got me thinking about Christian attitudes to the body. Now, the day 

before Easter Day I had been on a walk and injured my ankle. No big deal – a support 

bandage helped a lot, and I decided to carry on as usual, but taking it easy. After a week or 

so it didn’t seem to be improving, so although I went about my daily business, I was careful 

– last Monday, instead of walking, I caught a bus for the first time in over a year and sat 

with a friend in the garden instead of going for a walk. But Monday night the ankle 

protested, and I didn’t get much sleep, so I caved and rang the doctor. Yes, I was doing all 

the right things, ice pack, ibuprofen, raising my leg and resting… then I heard “of course, 

you are OK to get up to walk to the bathroom”. It turns out that her idea of resting meant 

staying in for 2 weeks with my foot up. So that sermon didn’t get preached. But the injury 

focused my thoughts even more on the subject of our bodies.   

According to a BBC survey, more than half the people in the UK believe in life after death. 

But there are many different opinions about what happens to us when we die. The survival 

of the soul and reincarnation are popular alternatives to the belief that there will be 

nothing at all, but none of these are what we read about in the Bible. As the creed says, we 

believe in the resurrection of the body. 

That’s a bit difficult to picture and the only indication we have of what it might be like is the 

disciples’ experience of the resurrected Jesus. The tomb was empty, and his earthly body 

gone – transformed into a new and different form. The risen Jesus ate bread and fish, and 

the disciples could touch him to reassure themselves that he was no ghost. Yet he could 

pass through locked doors and surprisingly was not always immediately recognised as the 

man they had known and loved for 3 years. The scars of the crucifixion remained on his 

hands and his feet – the experiences of his life were not swept away. But they became the 

signs to us, not of an ignominious death, but of his undying love.  

http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Jesus was still incarnate (i.e., he was, in some sense, flesh and blood) after his death. His 

body was a part of his identity. You do not have a body as though you are a disembodied 

being living in your body, you are body, mind, and spirit. The unique person that is you is 

your DNA, your thoughts, and your deepest longings. You cannot separate them. If you 

have a virus, you may very well be depressed for a short while afterwards. Your thoughts 

will become negative, and you will find it difficult to pray. The body has had an impact on 

both mind and spirit. Conversely, if you develop your spiritual life and become more keenly 

aware of the love of God surrounding you, your anxiety levels may drop and so your aches 

and pains lessen as the tension in your body releases. There is a complex interaction that 

neither doctors nor psychologists nor theologians completely understand. You are, in the 

words of the Psalm, “fearfully and wonderfully made”.  

We live in a society where unhealthy attitudes to the body abound. Young people, both 

male and female, feel under pressure to have perfect bodies like the influencers they see 

on their screens – images that have been dressed up, made up, lit and digitally enhanced to 

give an impression of perfection that wouldn’t stand up to the cold light of day. Those who 

follow them become insecure and anxious because they cannot have similarly perfect 

bodies. At its worst that leads to eating disorders and other mental health issues. However, 

there is an antidote. A loving relationship can teach us that in the eyes of the other we are 

perfect, just as we are. Not because we are slim or beautiful or athletic, but because we are 

ourselves. Human love at its best reflects the love of God, who sees within us the person 

who he created, and who sees in the variety of people he has made diversity not inferiority.  

If Lent was a time to be strict with ourselves, and to especially focus on treating our bodies 

well by not overindulging or neglecting exercise, Easter is the time to celebrate the 

wonderful gift of physicality. We praise God for the simple joys of human existence, 

remembering that we are precious and unique and treasured beyond all measure by our 

creator. And, sometimes, when our bodies remind us that they need some TLC, to be 

patient with ourselves. 

I’ve been taught some lessons this week. Ignoring the needs of my body for rest and healing 

is not advisable, that I am not indispensable, and God can manage quite well without me 

doing my usual things for a while, and that impatience and frustration are a waste of energy 

that gets me nowhere. I wonder, what has your body been teaching you lately? 

Rev Sue 
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PENTECOST (WHIT SUNDAY) 

All of a sudden, they understood! The scared disciples becoming courageous proclaimers, 
the hesitant and doubt filled ones now bold and assured, the Aramaic speaking ones, now 
heard in all possible tongues. What was happening? 

Jesus had promised from the very beginning that he would leave but that he would not 
leave the disciples alone. Again, and again, he told them that he would die and leave them, 
but the disciples did not believe. In fact, often they responded in despondency and anger. 
"Stop talking about that!" they would say. 

But soon, the unthinkable happens and they all, in their own way, go back to life as before. 
The memories of their life with Jesus becoming like a fairy tale, sadness settling in because 
they missed their friend. Disappointment settling in because, for a moment, it seemed that 
all was lost. Then he appears, like he said he would! 

He again walks with them and talks with them, he reminds them that they are to carry on 
the work that he had begun, that although he had to leave, he would not leave them alone, 
he would send his Spirit. As he was lifted into the heavens, he tells them to go back to 
Jerusalem and wait there. 

You can only imagine the excitement mixed with apprehension as the followers of Jesus 
gathered in that upper room. This time they could not go back to life as usual. They had not 
just witnessed their friend, teacher, and Lord die, but now they had experienced his 
resurrection. They had touched his wounds, seen him enter into locked rooms, and 
disappear into thin air. They had been reminded of their mission, to continue the work that 
Jesus had begun. To continue healing, exorcising demons, restoring, forgiving, peace-
making, loving. As they went about their work, they were to remind those around them 
that the kingdom of God was visiting them, the wholeness and completeness of God taking 
form right before their eyes. 

You can imagine this upper room gathering in our congregation. We are supposed to do 
what? How are we supposed to do what Jesus did? There is no way that we can continue 
this work! 

Yes, it is so much easier to settle for the tame, safe, and average doings of religious life. The 
rhythms of occasional church attendance, a Bible study here or there, an occasional 
offering. We can do that, that is achievable. After all, it is the language that we know. 

Jesus had other things in mind! 

His life, death, and resurrection showed us that we could become more, we could be agents 
of God's change - not just to those that we know, that look like us, to those that speak our 
language, but instead to all of humanity. 

This language, the language of redemption, new life, forgiveness and reconciliation, peace, 
and love is a universal language that opens the pathways for all of creation to live into the 
fullness of God, right here, right now. 



8 
  

Left on our own we cannot just do this. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit, the power of 
God that works within us. It is God’s Holy Spirit that empowers us to proclaim the message 
of love and hope, that changes us and transforms our world. 

Rev Deborah 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 

What is ‘Thy Kingdom Come?’ 

Thy Kingdom Come runs between Ascension and Pentecost (this year 13-23rd May). It is a 
global prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray for more people to 
come to know Jesus. Christians from more than 170 countries and 65 denominations have 
taken part. 
 
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes part will: 

• Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ. 
• Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus. 
• Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our 

witness. 
 

Thy kingdom come started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York to the Church of England and has grown into an international and ecumenical call to 
prayer. 
 
Some of you will have received a prayer journal and a booklet of daily bible readings for 
that period of time. Please feel free to use these as a source of prayer, strength and 
inspiration. 
 
Rev Deborah 

 

 

Love Leadeth Me (Chris O’Hara) 

The liturgical theme for the fourth Sunday of easter is always “the Good Shepherd” – who is 

of course Jesus. There are many references in the gospels of Jesus likening himself to the 

shepherd of a flock (in which we are the sheep), and of course there is the famous parable 

of the Lost Sheep. On this Sunday the readings and hymns take up the theme of shepherds, 

sheep and loving care of others. Choir Leaders and Music Directors also choose anthems 

with this theme, and this year is no different. 
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Singing with the Manchester Chorale is a privilege. It is a group made up of many 

professional musicians, highly trained singers, directors of other choirs, and even a couple 

of composers. One of the composers, Chris O’Hara, sings bass and sits just behind me. We 

have performed a number of his compositions over the years, including “Love Leadeth Me”, 

written in 2016. The text is drawn from the Scottish Psalter, and is based on Psalm 23: 

The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want: Love makes me down to lie in pastures green; 

Love leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

My soul Love doth restore again and me to walk doth make within the paths of 

righteousness e’en for it’s own name’s sake. 

Yea though I walk through death’s dark vale yet will I fear no ill; For thou art with me 

and thy rod and staff me comfort still. 

My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes; My head thou dost with oil 

anoint and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, and in God’s house for 

evermore my dwelling place shall be. 

This is perfect for Good Shepherd Sunday. The opening of psalm 23 is clear: Jesus is my 

shepherd, so I shall lack nothing. 

The Manchester Chorale performed this in the summer of 2017 at St Ann’s Church in 

Manchester city centre, along with the Belgium choir Koor Acantus. We had visited them in 

Antwerp the previous autumn, and this was their return visit to Manchester. It was a 

fabulous concert, full of top quality music, expertly sung. As is so often the case these days, 

many members of the audience recorded bootleg videos, and here is one: 

https://youtu.be/M6LB8jzZgcg 

Although scored for 4-part harmony, Maggie’s Music Makers tackled this piece in 2019. We 

have no bass singers, but two of our ladies can sing tenor, and the others are all sopranos 

and altos, so it was worth a try. We didn’t get around to singing it that year, and in 2020 of 

course, choral singing was impossible. However, we are now back singing together in 

church rather than online, and with just two rehearsals before performance day, decided to 

stick with singing the melody throughout. Did you hear it? I think they did very well. 

Carol P 

 

https://youtu.be/M6LB8jzZgcg
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Maggie’s Music Makers  

Weekly singing practices in church have resumed! It 
is fabulous to be together once again, singing in the 
same physical space, at the same time, and able to 
hear each other. We are of course all socially-
distanced and sing in masks or visors. There is a full 
risk assessment in place, and procedures for 
sanitising on arrival and departure. 

New members are always welcome. There is no audition process, nor is there an 
expectation that you read music. We sing hymns, learn anthems, and develop singing 
technique, all in a friendly and supportive environment. Please contact Carol P if you would 
like to join in. 
 

Hopefully, if the vaccination rollout continues apace, and 
we all take responsibility for behaving with common sense 
and respect for others as covid restrictions are gradually 
eased, we will be able to reintroduce congregational 
singing within the new few months. In order to be ready for this, we are planning to run the 
“Inspiring Music in Worship” course (designed by the Royal School of Church Music) 
through May and into June. 
It's 5 x 1 hour sessions looking at: 
 

• What does it mean to be a worshipping person? 
• Discovering skills and releasing gifts 
• Music and mission 
• Starting from where we are, and 
• Setting a new vision for music and worship. 

 
Essentially, ahead of congregational singing being reintroduced, we need to understand the 
fundamental purpose of music in worship. From there we can decide what to reinstate, 
what to introduce, and what to change. To do this successfully, we need your input, via this 
course. 
 
At time of writing, we were canvassing opinions for when the course should be run. By the 
time you read this, the time and day will be set! If you are interested in attending and did 
not get a chance to respond via the Google form, please contact either Rev Deborah or 
Carol P for more information. 
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St Margaret’s Prestwich Community Facebook 

Group 

Are you on Facebook? 

Do you “Like” our page? https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP This is where you can 

access all our livestreamed services (Sundays, Wednesdays, and daily Peregrini Morning 

Prayer & Compline), our pre-recorded services (‘pinged’ across from our blog) Messy 

Church online, Our Daily Bread daily prayers, and thoughts for the day from the Society of 

St John the Evangelist – to name just a few! It’s our “outward facing” space where we 

conduct our public ministry. 

Have you seen our new Facebook Community Group? 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158 It’s where you’ll find 

#MondayMusings, #TuesdayChuckles, #WednesdayWisdom# and #FridayFun; it’s where we 

can each post our own words of support and encouragement for each other. This is our 

“inward facing” space in which we can look after each other. 

Not the Simister Festival 

As you know, ever since time began, the Saturday nearest St George’s Day is when Simister 

villagers turn out in force to celebrate. There is a parade up and down the village featuring 

children, teens, adults, elders, a marching band – and even horses! There is a short 

ceremony, a bouncy castle, face painting, a café selling gorgeous sandwiches and home-

baked cakes, a raffle, tombola, and many other stalls selling all sorts of goods from crafts to 

plants, white elephants and handmade bags. Of course, we couldn’t do this in 2020, as we 

were barely 4 weeks into the first lockdown of the pandemic. But that was a one-off, 

surely?  

Saturday 24 April would have been this year’s Simister Festival. Sadly, yet again, we 

couldn’t celebrate, due to the ongoing covid restrictions. However, I decided I could 

nevertheless contribute by hosting a series of four “Lunchtime Lives” on Facebook. Sincere 

thanks to all who dropped by and watched the videos live, to those that watched them back 

later, and especially to all those who purchased items from me. As always, all proceeds will 

be donated to St George’s, and at time of writing, that stands at £380 – and rising! 

The videos are here, and will remain ‘up’ for the time being so you can continue to watch 

and support St George’s: 

• Holdalls, backpacks, shoppers, pouches https://fb.watch/56uP0NAdYW/ 

• Cross-body bags, Boho bags, bumbags https://fb.watch/56uWFzxHQJ/ 

• Handbags, Clutch bags, glasses cases https://fb.watch/56uZccp594/ 

• Totes, purses/wallets, accessories https://fb.watch/56u-lC0A9k/ 

Carol P 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158
https://fb.watch/56uP0NAdYW/
https://fb.watch/56uWFzxHQJ/
https://fb.watch/56uZccp594/
https://fb.watch/56u-lC0A9k/
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OUR DAILY BREAD                    MAY 2021   

 

 

Prayer for May: 
Thank you for all that makes us different, Lord. For the variety of your world. 
I suppose creation could have been easier if you’d only chosen one green, but when I stand 
in a field and absorb the landscape there must be a hundred greens, all different. Light and 
dark, warm and cold, intense and pale, that’s the beauty, the joy.          Eddie Askew 

 
1st:  
May Day is thought to symbolise the transition between spring and summer and the 
celebrations held every year are believed to bless crops and planting with good luck for the 
coming months. Lord we ask your blessing on all gardeners, farmers, nursery growers all 
who work the land for our beauty. Amen 
 
Sunday 2nd:  
Those who know your name trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek 
you. Psalm 9:10 
 
3rd:  
I am the bread of life. Whoever come to Me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in 
Me will never be thirsty. John 6:35 
 
4th:  
God loves you very much….don’t be afraid! Calm yourself; be strong-yes, strong! 
Daniel 10:19 
 
5th:  
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.” Colossians 4:5-6 
 
6th:  
Lord, we invite you into our midst. Bless all who are praying with us today in every corner of 
the world. Amen 
 
7th:  
Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus”  
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Philippians 4:6-7 
8th: Julian of Norwich 
Most holy God, the ground of our beseeching, who through your servant Julian 
revealed the wonders of your love: grant that as we are created in your nature and restored 
by your grace, our wills may be made one with yours, that we may come to see you face to 
face and gaze on you for ever; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 
 
Sunday 9th:  
Rest in the promise today that He will work out all that He planned to work out for you. 
Rest in the knowledge that He is our faithful God, and you “can be confident, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until it is finally finished on the day that 
Christ Jesus returns.” Philippians 1:6 
 
10th: 
'But I must gather knots of flowers, and buds and garlands gay, for I'm to be Queen o' the 
May, mother, I'm to be Queen o' the May.'- Alfred Lord Tennyson 
 
11th:  
Lord I need you now, not as a refuge. Not as a dream. As a companion. As someone to walk 
with me on the road. Amen 
 
12th: Thy Kingdom Come May 12th – 23rd  
Light up the World in Prayer.  Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into the world 
to preach the good news of your kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with 
fire of your love, that all who hear your Word may be drawn to you, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
 
13th:  
When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed 
door that we do not see the one which has been opened for us. Helen Keller 
 
14th: Matthias the Apostle 
Almighty God, who in the place of the traitor Judas chose your faithful servant Matthias to 
be of the number of the Twelve: preserve your Church from false apostles and, by the 
ministry of faithful pastors and teachers, keep us steadfast in your truth; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord 
 
15th:  
I have engraved you on the palm of My hands; your walls are ever before Me. Isaiah 49:16 
 
Sunday 16th:  
Lord, I’m so thankful I don’t have to be in charge of my own life. Help me rest in You. Amen 
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17th: 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. For all eternity, God’s love endures forever. 
 
18th: 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for 
those who love Him. 1 Corinthians 2:9 
 
19th:  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so thatg you may abound in 
hope. Romans 15:13 
 
20th:  
Blues are the songs of despair, but gospel songs are the songs of hope. Mahalia Jackson 
 
21st:  
"Sweet May hath come to love us, Flowers, trees, their blossoms don; And through the blue 
heavens above us The very clouds move on." -  Heinrich Heine 
 
22nd:  
God is on your side. We say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. 
What can man do to me? Hebrews 13:6 
 
Sunday 23rd:  
I pray because I often need to tell someone things, and there is no-one else I can tell them 
to. I pray because I often need to be told things that no-one else will tell me. God is always 
there ready to listen! 
  
24th: John & Charles Wesley 
God of mercy, who inspired John and Charles Wesley with zeal for your gospel: 
grant to all people boldness to proclaim your word and a heart ever to rejoice in singing 
your praises; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
25th: The Venerable Bede 
God our Maker, whose Son Jesus Christ gave to your servant Bede grace to drink in 
with joy the Word that leads us to know you and to love you: in your goodness 
grant that we also may come at length to you, the source of all wisdom, and stand  
before your face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 
 
26th: First Archbishop of Canterbury 
Almighty God, whose servant Augustine was sent as the apostle of the English people: grant 
that as he laboured in the Spirit to preach Christ's gospel in this land 
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so all who hear the good news may strive to make your truth known in all the world; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 
 
27th:  
Worry has the capability of ruining a perfectly good day! Do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important 
than food, and the body more important than clothes? Matt 6:25 
 
28th:  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 
 
29th:  
We will receive from Him whatever we ask because we obey Him and do the things that 
please Him. 1 John 3:22 
 
Sunday 30th:  
Almighty Father, whom truly to know is eternal life: teach us to know your Son Jesus Christ 
as the way, the truth, and the life; that we may follow the steps of your holy apostles Philip 
and James, and walk steadfastly in the way that leads to your glory; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 
 
31st: Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
Almighty God, by whose grace Elizabeth rejoiced with Mary and greeted her as the mother 
of the Lord: look with favour on your lowly servants that, with Mary, we may magnify your 
holy name and rejoice to acclaim her Son our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

A Prayer for You, God’s Masterpiece By: Alisha Headley 
“The Lord will work out his plans for my life --- for your faithful love, O LORD, endures 
forever. Do not abandon me, the works of your hands.” - Psalm 138:8 
I love the idea that God, through the work of His own mighty hands, created me and only 
me once. Like paintings by a world-renown artist – there’s something unique about the first 
one. Anything else after the first one, are copies and replicas. 
How beautiful to know that we were worth the work the first time. God threw away the 
mould because one of us is enough for Him. We are enough. We are a sacred painting, the 
original piece. And God has made us for our own unique purpose. 
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Face Coverings 

The extraordinary success of the vaccine roll-out means that many 

of our visitors to church are now protected. That is, if a vaccinated 

person comes into contact with a vaccine carrier, they will not be 

as seriously ill as they might be if unvaccinated.  

Vaccinated people are still able to carry the vaccine and infect 

unprotected people. 

It is still therefore a legal requirement to wear fabric face-coverings in public spaces such as 

shops, when using public transport, and in our churches, over both mouth and nose. 

Face coverings are available in church, or via this website, with all proceeds being donated 

to charities (https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/ ).  

 

We're on Spotify!!  

Yes, you can now listen to some of our blog posts 

as podcasts - including the recent series of 

Stations of the Cross. What are you waiting for? 

Subscribe now! 

http://ow.ly/7RbF50E42Bx 

 

 

Greetings Cards 

If you know of anyone celebrating a special birthday or anniversary soon 

(80th, 90th, 100th birthdays, Silver or Golden weddings), please let Zandra 

know. Also any church member who is seriously ill or bereaved. 

The beautiful cards sent are made by our dear friend Mavis who upcycles 

old greetings cards – please pass your to Zandra, who will make sure they get to Mavis. 

Zandra Lewis, 773 7319 

 

A big thank you to Michael for his generous donation of Cadbury's creme eggs 

and fun bars over the Easter period. We look forward to once again being able 

to meet after the Church services for a cuppa and a chat. How we have missed 

those times. It will be lovely to spend some time with new members of our Church family. 

Joan Evans 

https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/
http://ow.ly/7RbF50E42Bx?fbclid=IwAR1DzZHAASOitZXp-zciafViaT3U9kzitmD3nWufcBu0ikNzKfGzOuMvESg
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We would like to thank the Women's Institute for their donation of 

£100.00 towards our Church Funds. They normally meet the last Thursday 

of each month in the Church Hall, but like every thing they have been 

unable to meet due to the government rules. Fingers crossed that we can 

welcome them back for their June meeting. I have sent them a letter of thanks. 

Joan Evans 

 

 

Plastic Bottle Tops. 

 

As many of you know we have been saving plastic bottle tops for the last 3 

years, but we have now found that the company no longer can use them. 

We do not have any other source, so sorry to say but you will need to put 

them in your blue bin for recycling. If anyone else knows of a company who requires them 

please let me know. 

Joan Evans 
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Autobiography in Five Short Chapters 

I 

I walk down the street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk 

I fall in. 

I am lost ... I am helpless. 

It isn't my fault. 

It takes me forever to find a way out. 

 

II 

I walk down the same street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 

I pretend I don't see it. 

I fall in again. 

I can't believe I am in the same place 

but, it isn't my fault. 

It still takes a long time to get out. 

 

III 

I walk down the same street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 

I see it is there. 

I still fall in ... it's a habit. 

my eyes are open 

I know where I am. 

It is my fault. 

I get out immediately. 

 

IV 

I walk down the same street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 

I walk around it. 

 

V 

I walk down another street. 

 

 

Copyright (c) 1993, by Portia Nelson from the book There's A Hole in My Sidewalk. 

Reproduced with kind permission from Beyond Words Publishing, Hillsboro, Oregon. 
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Many of you are aware of this great charity as you 

donate £1 per month to help the fight against poverty 

in the most deprived areas of our world. 

During lockdown I have continued to send the 

donation on your behalf on a regular basis. 

When we return to some normality, I will collect all donations due and any future payments 

you wish to make, so please keep putting that £1 per month aside and I will contact you in 

due course. 

Thank you  

Hilda Hyde 

 

The Leprosy Mission 

The amount raised by individual donors at St. 

Margaret’s and St. George’s during the last year is 

£464.60 and a cheque for that amount has been sent 

to The Leprosy Mission. My grateful thanks to all those who contributed so generously to 

this sum of money. 

Irene Kellett. 
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Articles for future editions of our parish magazine should be emailed as an attachment 

(Word doc, A4, portrait, no columns) to stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com no later than: 

 

June Magazine 23 May 
July Magazine 27 June 

 

Large print version of the magazine. We are planning 

to produce a larger print version of the magazine. If 

text this size easier for you to read, let whoever 

brings your magazine know.  

 

 

Would you like to advertise  

in our magazine? 

If so, please contact us through our website and we will be pleased to provide 

you with further information. 

¼ page   £25 

1/3 page   £30 
½ page   £45 
1 page   £65 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com
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ST MARGARET’S BOWLING CLUB, 

POLEFIELD ROAD, PRESTWICH 

                             

We are your local and friendly crown green 

bowling club and we welcome new members 

of any age, with or without any previous 

bowling experience.    Whether you want to 

bowl just socially, with friends and fellow members, or competitively in league 

teams, we have several qualified coaches to help new bowlers get started.  So, if 

you wish to try it out, or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Karen Tansey Tel:  0161 798 6791 

  email:  StMargBC@gmail.com 
 

mailto:StMargBC@gmail.com
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St Margaret’s Social Media Streams 

• Subscribe to our Blog: Blog – St Margaret's Church Prestwich 

(stmargaretsprestwich.com)   

• Follow us on Twitter – just search for 

@StMaggieP or go to 

https://twitter.com/stmaggiep  Please follow us and retweet 

our stuff!  

• Like us on Facebook  

Next time you’re busy Facebooking, please take a 

moment to find and ‘Like’ our public page 

(https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP) and click to join St 

Margaret’s Community Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158  

• Follow us on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsprestwich/   

• You can catch up with sermons and Wise Words from 

the Ministry Team as podcasts via Spotify 

https://anchor.fm/st-margarets-prestwich  

 

• Download our FREE Church App  

From the App Store        

                         From Google Play  

 

For full information about our parish visit our website: 

https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/     

https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/
https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/
https://twitter.com/stmaggiep
https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsprestwich/
https://anchor.fm/st-margarets-prestwich
https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/
https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/


 
  

PAROCHIAL ORGANISATIONS 

ST MARGARET’S PRE-SCHOOL  Church House  Mrs. G.M. McConville       (773 9491) 

Monday to Friday, 9.15am to 12.15pm, and  Monday to Thursday, 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

MOTHERS UNION           Church House         Mrs. J. Johnson (798 8172) 

First Friday of the Month, 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

 SOCIAL CIRCLE           Church House     Mrs. J. Evans    (773 9683) 

Third Thursday of the Month, 7.30pm 

MAGGIE’S MUSIC MAKERS     St. Margaret’s Church   Dr. Carol Porter (773 0836) 

Rehearses Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm and welcomes new members 

MESSY CHURCH        Lady Wilton Hall, Simister     

Third Wednesday of the Month, 4.00pm to 5:30pm 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS All in the Youth & Community Centre 

Beavers          Thursday, 5.30 to 6.30pm }                        Mrs. S. Lomas (773 0307) 

Cubs           Thursday 7.00 to 8.30pm  }                         

Scouts                                  }       gs/8th@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk 

Explorers                                 } 

Rainbows          Tuesday 5.00 to 6.00pm                   Mrs. D. Todd (773 0018) 

Brownies          Tuesday, 6.00 to 7.30pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

Guides          Tuesday 7.30 to 9.00pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

  

MISSION PARTNERSHIP YOUTH GROUP 

Meets at St. Mary’s Community Centre, Church lane, Prestwich. Every Sunday from6.30-8.00pm. 

Open to Children aged 9-14.  

Contact Rev. Deborah Sandercock-Pickles on 773 2698 for information 

 

 St. GEORGES CHURCH, SIMISTER 

 Deputy Churchwardens  Mrs. J. Knott                                                    773 6879 

  Mrs. C. Knaggs               773 7960 

  

SERVICES AT ST GEORGE’S, SIMISTER 

Sunday     11.15am Holy Communion 

See the magazine calendar for the full list of services for the month 

  

 ALL THE CHURCH HALLS ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

  

Church House        (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs. J. Evans - 773 9683 

Youth & Community Centre      (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs Y. Storey - 773 8519 

Lady Wilton Hall        (Simister Lane)                   Mrs. J. Knott  - 773 6879 

  
  

  



 
  

St George’s Church 

Simister 

 

 

St George’s Church 

Simister  
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