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Dear Friends, 

Today (July 25th) was a very exciting day. We re-introduced singing for the first time in well 

over a year. It was the first Sunday after the lifting of lockdown restrictions. What a 

difference music and singing make, especially having been deprived of singing for so long. 

The previous Sunday we had explored the importance of worship and music in a Q+A 

session during the sermon. 

Q. Worship means lots of things to lots of people. For some it is prayer, for others it is 

singing, for others it is receiving Holy Communion. What does worship mean to you?  

A congregational member 

Worship isn’t an easy thing to define. The old English word ‘weorthship’ means to give 

worth or value to something. Worship is an offering of praise and thanksgiving to God.  

Worship is an intimate encounter with God, a personal encounter with God’s presence. St. 

Augustus says, ‘Our hearts are restless, until they can find rest in you.’ We meet with God in 

a deeper way through worship. 

Worship is also a feeding our minds and understanding to build our faith. It deepens our 

spirituality and on-going discipleship. 

It is also a duty and service, a discipline whether we feel like it or not because God is God. 

Worship is not only personal but corporate. It is an act of giving to God to be shared by all 

of us. Everyone has their part to play. We are all part of the body of Christ and the word 

liturgy literally means work of the people. 

Worship is on-going – part of continuous stream of worship around the world and in 

heaven for God’s pleasure. Our worship together makes us a dwelling place for God, and 

we all have a role to play. 

However, worship is not just about what we do on a Sunday. It is part of the greater whole. 

It is about our everyday life – sleeping, eating, going to work, doing household chores all of 

which are part of our worship of God.  

There are lots of different elements to worship, word and sacrament expressed through 

liturgy, music, prayer, receiving the sacrament, action and mission which help to reveal who 

God is and what he has done, giving us fresh glimpse of God.  

 

Q. I haven’t wanted to return to church until we return to singing again because I love the 

music. To me it has been a nonsense that we haven’t been able to sing.  It just doesn’t 
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seem right that that the Scottish football team could sing in a confined space on an 

aeroplane, some wearing no masks and we can’t sing in church where we are socially 

distanced, wear masks and all face in one direction. It doesn’t seem right. 

From Disgruntled. 

I agree, it doesn’t seem right because music is so much part of our worship. However, the 

guidelines are there to try and protect us also we have tried our best to work within them. 

Hymns, over the last lockdown, have been chosen so that we are not tempted to join in 

singing.  During the times when we weren’t allowed in church, we continued to rehearse 

electronically via Zoom. We have recorded music ourselves and Carol, with her tech magic, 

has woven the contributions together so that we have been able to put hymns online.  

During part of lockdown, we were allowed to rehearse in church and sing as a choir – as 

long as we wore face coverings, were socially distanced, sanitised hands and followed the 

risk assessments. Then we were only allowed have 6 people to rehearse or sing in church. 

This meant that the group was split up with half of us on Zoom and half in church. There 

was a bit of a rebellion as people wanted to rehearse together so, as we are allowed to sing 

outside, recent rehearsals have taken place in the vicarage garden. 

The restrictions on singing will be lifted next week. Alleluia! 

 

Q. We have missed having music, as well as many other aspects of our usual worship. 

Why is music so important? Mrs H. Armony 

Music creates atmosphere and heightens liturgy and worship. It can keep worship flowing, 

drawing its parts together as a coherent whole. Music speaks to the soul without needing 

words, but also aids memory so that we can remember words and scripture. 

Music can connect with the full range of human expression, emotions and intellect. It has 

different forms and genres that can be explored and savoured.  It has a way of uniting the 

congregation and at the same time respect diversity. 

Music has the power to take us beyond ourselves from present reality towards something 

other worldly. It acts as a hyperlink to God. 

John Wesley devised a set of rules for congregational singing (Sacred Melody or a Choice 

collection of Psalm and Hymn Tunes 1761) 

Rule 3: See that you join in with the congregation as frequently as you can. 

Rule 4: Sing lustily and with good courage. Beware of singing half dead or half asleep but lift 

your voice with strength. 
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Rule 5: Sing modestly. Do not bawl so as to be heard above or distinct from the rest of the 

congregation … strive to unite your voices together. 

Rule 7: Sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word that you sing. Aim to please him 

more than yourself or any other creature. 

Interesting! 

 

Q. There are times when I don’t like the hymns chosen. How are the hymns chosen and 

why? And why can’t we sing ‘Shine Jesus shine’ every other week? Mrs. P. Ano 

The hymns are not chosen by any one person, but by a group of people reflecting a range of 

age and viewpoints. The hymns chosen are based on the liturgical season. Christmas music 

is very different to that used in Lent. We then look at the theme for each Sunday which is 

based on the lectionary readings. We then think of the position of the hymn within the 

service. The post communion hymn is often a quieter more reflective piece of music 

whereas we try to make recessional hymn uplifting. We also try to get a balance of music – 

traditional hymns and more modern ones. We use resources provided by the Royal School 

of Church Music and our hymn books. We then all have to agree! 

We try to have a range of music over a period of time. Singing any particular hymn every 

other week is going to get boring after a time, so we try and make sure we have a wide 

variety. 

 

Tom, our organist, shared his thoughts on worship, music and faith and spoke about how 

we chose the organ music for leaving church. We were also treated to a range of music 

sung by Maggie’s Music Makers (MMMs), including a wonderful medley. 

Our Q+A session served as a prelude to our return to singing today, which was great. If you 

have missed singing over the last year or would like to listen or join in, please come along to 

our 9.45am service at St. Margaret’s. You will receive a warm welcome. If you would like to 

know more about MMM’s please contact Carol Porter or any one from our music group. 

Happy singing! 

Every blessing, 

Deborah 
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Resuming Worship after the Lifting of Restrictions 

As you know, restrictions across England have now been lifted, including those in places of 

worship. After reading the guidelines for the coming out of Lockdown with regards to the 

Church of England I have consulted with the wardens/deputy wardens, some members of 

all our congregations and the ministry team to gauge people’s thoughts, concerns and 

worries.  

The general consensus is that we proceed with caution. This was reiterated by colleagues in 

Bury and Rossendale deanery chapter meeting. 

The recommendations are: 

• There are no restrictions on which services you attend. Thank you to those who 

transferred to Wednesday worship to enable those unable to attend mid-week to 

attend on a Sunday. 

• We continue with the use of santiser 

• Face coverings are optional but there may be parts of the service where you may 

want to wear one e.g., going out out/coming in  

• Although we no longer need to social distance, we do need to use our common 

sense.  

• Obviously, anyone can sit anywhere in church, but we have an identified area (the 

lady chapel side of the church) where anyone who feels anxious and wants to wear a 

mask throughout the service may do so knowing that there are other like-minded 

people in that area. Anyone who has concerns about returning to singing may want 

to sit in that area 

• People will be asked to collect their service paper, service book and hymn book when 

they enter church, and return them on exit. 

• Clergy will continue to process in the ‘short’ way. 

• We resume standing up and sitting down at appropriate points in the service 

• Whoever is presiding will lead the peace and wave from the altar. If you are sharing 

the peace you are asked to be sensitive as some people will not want to be touched. 

You may just want to either wave or say ‘peace be with you’ to those nearest you 

• Singing will resume. MMMs will sit on the right-hand side of church (piano area, 

socially distanced). 

• During communion we will continue receive in one kind (bread). Although we are 

allowed to share the common cup, at the moment it is felt that this is not appropriate 

yet. 

• We will continue to receive in our usual way. The host will be brought to you by a 

priest or reader, wearing masks. The usual precautions of hand sanitising are 

important. 
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• It is envisaged that we leave tea and coffee after the Sunday service until September 

although we will trial socially distanced coffee during August after the Wednesday 

morning service. 

• We look to September for re-intruding crucifers, lay assistants and sidespeople. 

There will be risk assessments in place and we will be constantly reviewing what we do in 

terms of guidance, the COVID statistics for our area and what works for us and keeps us all 

safe. 

It goes without saying, we hope, that if you are showing any COVID symptoms you should 

worship at home. In his letter to the Philippians St Paul writes: “not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the interests of the others”. If we take this as our motto, it will 

help us to keep our church family safe. We can be proud of the way we have kept the 

church building as a safe place over this last year and thanks go to our church wardens and 

deputies. We hope these latest, small step changes, will enable us to continue to move 

forward together out of the pandemic. Thank you for your on-going support. 

Every blessing, 

Revd Deborah 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our church family:  

Jade BROOKES, who was baptised on 1st July 2021 at St. Margaret’s Church. 

Theodore James FARRELL who was baptised on 25th July, 2021 at St. George’s Church.  

 

DEATHS 

We commend into God’s loving care: 

Susan Hopton, whose funeral took place on Tuesday 20th July 2021 at the East Lancashire 

Crematorium. 

Joan Patterson, whose funeral took place on Monday 26th July 2021 at St. Margaret’s 

Church   

________________________________________________________________________ 
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CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2021 
 

Please bear in mind that these may change dependent of government changes and 
consequent restrictions. 
 
Peregrini Morning Prayer will take place daily at 8.30am on-line. Compline will take place 
daily at 8.15pm on-line. Both can be found on www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello or 
www.facebook.com/StmaggieP  

                               
Sunday 1st Aug            STAYCATION WEEK                  
   The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 
 
Mon 2nd Aug 11.00am   Meet at RHS Bridgewater at 11.00am 
 
Tues 3rd Aug  7.30pm  Deanery celebration at All Saints 

 
Wed 4th Aug           10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
   12.00   Meet at Lorde’s for fish and chips 
 
Fri 6th Aug  2.00pm  Afternoon tea in the vicarage garden 
                 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Sunday 8th Aug    The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 
       
Wed 11th Aug 10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
 

 
Sunday 15th Aug     The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 

 
Wed 18th Aug 10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
 
Fri 20th Aug     Parcevall Hall Retreat 
 
Sat 21st Aug     Parcevall Hall Retreat 
 
Sun 22nd Aug    Parcevall Hall Retreat 

http://www.facebook.com/Deborahsayshello
http://www.facebook.com/StmaggieP
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Sunday 22nd Aug                            The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 
          
Wed 25th Aug         10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   

      
Sunday 29th Aug                           The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.45am  Holy Communion at St. M’s  
   11.15am  Holy Communion at St. G’s 
 
Wed 1st Sept           10.00am  Holy Communion at St. M’s 
 
Staycation week: We have three events this week. A visit to RHS Bridgewater, fish and chip 
lunch and afternoon tea in the vicarage garden. These will be Monday 2nd Aug meeting at 
the RHS Bridgewater at 11.00am, Wednesday 4th Aug meeting at Lorde’s Fish and Chip shop 
at 12.00pm and Friday 6th Aug afternoon tea in the Vicarage garden 2.00pm-4.00pm. 
 
Forth coming events for your diary 

• Start Creationtide season on 5th September 

• Sue’s licensing Sunday 12th September (Joint service at St. Margaret’s at 9.45am) 

• Messy Church – 15th September at the Lady Wilton Hall 

• Memorial service for those in our church family who are no longer with us Sunday 19th 

September at 4.00pm  

• Carol Porter’s ALM commissioning service Sunday 26th September at 3.00pm at the 

cathedral 

• Harvest lunch Saturday 2nd October 

• Harvest festival Sunday 3rd October  

• Clergy training 2.15pm at the cathedral 3rd October 2.15pm 

• Sunday 31st Oct All Soul’s service – 4.00pm 

• Sunday 14th Nov Remembrance Sunday 

• Christmas Fair Saturday 20th November (Low key) 

 
NB – Livestreamed services are only available via our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP  Pre-recorded services can be viewed via our blog 
https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/, Facebook page, Twitter feed or Tumblr. Just 
search for @StMaggieP. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/
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Please do check our Facebook page, Instagram, Twitter feed and website for up-to-date 
information. 
 
   

      
NB GOODS FOR PORCH BOXES CAN BE DROPPED OFF ON THURSDAY MORNINGS, 9.30-
11.00AM            
             
 

 WELCOME TO MESSY CHURCH 

Our next Messy Church is on Wednesday 15th September at 4.00pm in 

the Lady Wilton Hall. We look forward to returning to normality and 

seeing you there in person. It has been good to live stream Messy 

Church, but it will be even better to see you all again. 

 

 

St. Margaret’s Church REREDOS FLOWERS – August  

1ST - MOTHERS UNION 
8TH – JOAN LANE 
15TH - THE BLAND FAMILY Contact: Sheila Johnson 773 1406 
22ND - SHEILA JOHNSON 
29TH -·VIV JONES 
 
We do have a couple of vacancies in October, 3rd and 31st if anyone 
wishes to take one of the vacant dates please contact Barbara Edwards. 

 

St GEORGE’S CHURCH, SIMISTER, August 2021 

Hi Everybody 

GREAT NEWS!!!!!    ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH IS NOW OPEN  

There are no restrictions on attendance, face coverings are optional 

School Karate 

The school and children’s karate groups are meeting in LWH through the summer holidays. 

Tuesday and Friday 5:30-6:30pm.  

Besses Boys Band are meeting but still taking precautions and hopefully will be able to play 

in concerts soon. 
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Keep safe everybody during the Summer. 

Unfortunately, we are not able to hold parties at the present time, but fingers crossed, 

depending on guidance this will change in the Autumn. Please maintain safe distancing and 

go carefully. 

THANK YOU to everybody who helped clean and get the church ready for our normal 

services, to our gardeners who have worked so hard on the church grounds and the Lady 

Wilton Hall yard. I have put the bins out again in the hope that the council will empty them. 

If any of our readers see anybody putting waste in the wrong bin please contact Joan Knott.  

 

Cleaning Rota   

Week of 14th August Joan Knott 

28th August Carol Knaggs  

11th September Margaret Stewardson  

25th September      Barbara Ashurst 

Thank you ladies for all your help any problems please let me know and if anybody would 

like to help contact me. J 

 

Will you please remember in your prayers those who are sick:- 

Tom Porter, Joyce Roebuck, Rita Evans, Barbara Cass, Bob Hardy, Geoff Stromberg, Barbara 

Lashwood, Father Martin and Revd. Deborah 

All our church families, own friends, relatives and mankind. 

  

Anniversaries of our loved ones.      In August we remember:-  

  1st August   Edward Tow 

17th    “          Godfrey Shimmin 

19th    “ James and Mary Watkins, Annie and Jim Watkins 

23rd    “ Tess Davidson 

27th    “  Bertha Bradley 

31st    “ Derek Clark and Doris Thompson 
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If you know of anybody who is sick or in need of help, will you please contact Joan Knott 

0161 773 6879 

 

   Altar Flowers                        In Memory  

8th August  Mrs. M Stewardson and Family        John Stewardson 

22nd  “   Mrs. J. Knott and Family  Knotts, Smiths, Entwistles & friends 

5th September Mrs. B. Ashurst   Martha Benson and Olive Ashurst 

  

 If you wish to put flowers in church or have any problems do not hesitate, please 

contact: 

 Barbara Ashurst   07922655013 or Joan Knott 07733347173 

 

Everybody enjoy your ‘staycation’ I hope the weather stays good.!!!!!! 

Please take care, keep safe and well, much love and God bless. Joan and Carol xx 

 

 

All are Welcome 

One of the most thought-provoking statements about church I have come across is: 

“The Church exists primarily for the sake of those who are still outside it.”  

It was said by William Temple over 75 years ago and has been much quoted since. One 

might argue that he goes too far, that a church where the care of faithful members is not a 

priority has lost its way, but nevertheless we are challenged by it. The church is most 

definitely not a club for likeminded people. 

Our parish mission statement is to “worship God, follow Jesus, serve our neighbour and 

welcome all”. We want to be open to everyone who walks through our doors, but it’s quite 

difficult to do. When was the last time you went somewhere that was outside of your 

comfort zone? Walking into a room where you knew literally no one, had no idea what the 

rules (written or unwritten) were, where to sit or what to do? For many people walking 

over the threshold of a church is definitely a scary thing. And if there is something about 

you that is a little different from the typical worshipper in some way, then it is even harder.  

So we have signed up to be members of Inclusive Church. Their vision statement is: 
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“We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates and affirms every person and 
does not discriminate. 

We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to discriminate against people 
on grounds of disability, economic power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, learning 
disability, mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality. 

We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ; 
which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each generation; 
and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ.” 

Over the coming months expect to see magazine articles or hear sermons which mention 

some of those aspects, and we can look into what we can do to make it easier to walk 

through our doors and to become cherished members of a loving and supportive 

community. What would be really great would be to hear from other voices. How do you 

find church? What do you find difficult? Whether it’s a full magazine article, or a two-

sentence verbal comment, your own experience or someone else’s, can you help the rest of 

us to understand your perspective, and so to become a church where we communicate our 

welcome more effectively? I look forward to your contributions, and to us becoming even 

better at sharing God’s love. 

Rev Sue 
 

When is a ‘Performance’ not a ‘Performance’? 
 
Regular readers will know how important music is to me, and much has been said about the 
importance of music in worship over recent weeks – in a weekly course, in our church 
services and in magazine articles. It has been all the more poignant for the long absence of 
music from our worship, and its reintroduction at the end of July. 
 
Many questions have been raised about music in worship, some of which were addressed 
in Rev Deborah’s interactive sermon on Sunday 18 July. There have also been questions 
such as “why doesn’t everybody listen to the music after the service?”, and “why don’t we 
applaud anthems and instrumental music in services?” Considering such questions here is 
done with some trepidation, in full knowledge that I am probably opening a can of very long 
and tangled worms! 
 
On 10 July 2021 I performed with Bolton Symphony Orchestra at the Victoria Hall for the 
first time since January 2020. Usually we perform bimonthly, with intensive rehearsals in 
the 10 days prior to the concerts. With around 60 musicians in the orchestra, fitting 
everyone (some with big instruments!) on stage has always been a tight squeeze, and that 
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was simply out of the question this time. So we did things differently. The concert began 
with a reduced string section playing the Bologna 2nd Symphony; we left stage left, and 
were replaced from stage right by the brass section who played a Romance by Finzi. They 
left the stage so the woodwind section could play a Strauss Serenade, and finally the strings 
returned to play Boccherini’s “La Casa del Diavolo”. There was also a flute duet and a 
demonstration of our lovely new set of timpani. After each performance there was 
rapturous applause from our socially distanced but highly appreciative audience – many of 
whom hadn’t been to a live concert from well over a year. 
 
It was just wonderful to be part of an ensemble – albeit smaller than usual – working 
together to create music that none of us could achieve alone. Synergy at its finest. 
 
On Sunday 27 June, at the Sunday School Anniversary Picnic, a small number of Maggie’s 
Music Makers sang three songs in the vicarage garden, and those present listening were 
generous with their applause after each. It was enormous fun, and heart-warming to hear 
the immediate appreciation of our efforts. 
 
Musical performances never just happen. Each is preceded by weeks of rehearsals, and 
between each rehearsal there are hours of personal practice. This is embedded in a lifetime 
of lessons, practice, and sheer hard work building the skills that look so effortless in 
performance. Every musician practises, and most meet with their teacher, coach or mentor 
regularly. Indeed, Pablo Casals, the famous Spanish cellist who lived to be 97 years of age, 
was asked by a young reporter: “Mr. Casals, you are 95 and the greatest cellist that ever 
lived. Why do you still practice six hours a day?” And Mr. Casals answered, “Because I think 
I'm making progress.” 
 
So why don’t we applaud music in church? And why do we leave the building while music is 
still being played? It is becoming more commonplace for pilots to have a round of applause 
for landing the plane safely. I have witnessed a crowd of tourists burst into spontaneous 
applause watching the sun dip over the horizon of the Grand Canyon. On 18 July, the 
morning congregation at St Margaret’s couldn’t contain themselves and clapped long and 
loud when Tom finished playing a medley of hymns before the service (it was 7 minutes 
long and contained 15 hymns – did you spot them all??) But why was that unusual? 
 
A ‘performance’ is not a ‘performance’ when it’s an act of worship. The 7th of John Wesley’s 
Rules for Congregational Singing urges us to “sing spiritually” and to “have an eye to God in 
every word that you sing. Aim to please him more than yourself or any other creature.” 
Although written with congregational singers in mind, this applies equally to anthems sung 
by a choir and instrumental music played by a pianist or organist. Such music is offered 
worshipfully, to God. It is offered regardless of whether we actually like or enjoy it! Afterall, 
music in worship isn’t about us, it’s for God (Wesley’s Rule 3). Many years ago, a former 
member of St Margaret’s church choir said that we were simply “offering back to God the 
gifts He has given us”. How right she was. 
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Musicians love applause at the end of their performances. It is immediate and clear 
feedback that what we have worked on for so long has touched the souls of those listening. 
At St Margaret’s we applaud the Sunday School children when they sing for us in church – 
and they thrive on that kind of warmth and encouragement. It spurs them on to do even 
better next time.  
 
When adults are offering music worshipfully, rather than as a performance, be still and 
listen. Even if the music isn’t to your taste, allow your soul to drift with the notes and swirl 
around the rafters. Pray. Behave as if you were listening to a reading of scripture, or some 
other form of worship. 
 
Carol P 
 

I Stand at the Door 

By Sam Shoemaker (from the Oxford Group) 

 
I stand by the door. 
I neither go too far in, nor stay too far out. 
The door is the most important door in the world - 
It is the door through which men walk when they find God. 
There is no use my going way inside and staying there, 
When so many are still outside and they, as much as I, 
Crave to know where the door is. 
And all that so many ever find 
Is only the wall where the door ought to be. 
They creep along the wall like blind men, 
With outstretched, groping hands, 
Feeling for a door, knowing there must be a door, 
Yet they never find it. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
The most tremendous thing in the world 
Is for men to find that door - the door to God. 
The most important thing that any man can do 
Is to take hold of one of those blind, groping hands 
And put it on the latch - the latch that only clicks 
And opens to the man's own touch. 
 
Men die outside the door, as starving beggars die 
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On cold nights in cruel cities in the dead of winter. 
Die for want of what is within their grasp. 
They live on the other side of it - live because they have not found it. 
 
Nothing else matters compared to helping them find it, 
And open it, and walk in, and find Him. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
Go in great saints; go all the way in - 
Go way down into the cavernous cellars, 
And way up into the spacious attics. 
It is a vast, roomy house, this house where God is. 
Go into the deepest of hidden casements, 
Of withdrawal, of silence, of sainthood. 
Some must inhabit those inner rooms 
And know the depths and heights of God, 
And call outside to the rest of us how wonderful it is. 
Sometimes I take a deeper look in. 
Sometimes venture in a little farther, 
But my place seems closer to the opening. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
There is another reason why I stand there. 
Some people get part way in and become afraid 
Lest God and the zeal of His house devour them; 
For God is so very great and asks all of us. 
And these people feel a cosmic claustrophobia 
And want to get out. 'Let me out!' they cry. 
And the people way inside only terrify them more. 
Somebody must be by the door to tell them that they are spoiled. 
For the old life, they have seen too much: 
One taste of God and nothing but God will do any more. 
Somebody must be watching for the frightened 
Who seek to sneak out just where they came in, 
To tell them how much better it is inside. 
The people too far in do not see how near these are 
To leaving - preoccupied with the wonder of it all. 
Somebody must watch for those who have entered the door 
But would like to run away. So for them too, 
I stand by the door. 
 
I admire the people who go way in. 
But I wish they would not forget how it was 
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Before they got in. Then they would be able to help 
The people who have not yet even found the door. 
Or the people who want to run away again from God. 
You can go in too deeply and stay in too long 
And forget the people outside the door. 
As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place, 
Near enough to God to hear Him and know He is there, 
But not so far from men as not to hear them, 
And remember they are there too. 
 
Where? Outside the door - 
Thousands of them. Millions of them. 
But - more important for me - 
One of them, two of them, ten of them. 
Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch. 
So I shall stand by the door and wait 
For those who seek it. 
 
'I had rather be a door-keeper 
So I stand by the door. 

 
Lockdown Escapades 

It would be lovely to share stories of the positive aspects of Lockdown. What opportunities 

did you take advantage of? Did you try yoga for the first time with an online instructor? Did 

you learn a foreign language? Take up painting, embroidery, crochet? Did you run a 

marathon within your garden? Tap dance in your kitchen? Finally learn how to use Zoom? 

Please contribute your new pastimes and achievements for our new series of articles. 

 

 Maggie’s Music Makers  

The parish singing group is taking a well-deserved 
summer break during August.  
Weekly rehearsals will resume in September, in 
church on Wednesdays from 5.30-6.30pm. New 
members are always welcome. There is no audition 
process, nor is there an expectation that you read 
music. We sing hymns, learn anthems, and develop 

singing technique, all in a friendly and supportive environment.  
 
Please contact Carol P, Tom, or any member of the group if you would like to join in. 
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RESERVOIR RAMBLINGS 

A couple of months ago I decided to walk one reservoir (or lake/waterway) a week in the 

Greater Manchester Area. I enjoy walking by the sea but due to restrictions thought that I 

would stay closer to home and explore the waterways around Greater Manchester. Some 

are old favourites that I have visited many times before, but some are new to me. 

Crime Lake and Daisy Nook (Failsworth)  
This is home turf, stomping ground having been brought up in New Moston/Failsworth 
area. Although we visited Daisy Nook many times as a child and a young adult, it is a long 
time since I had been there and the memories just came flooding back. Daisy Nook is 40 
hectares of varied landscape in the heart of the Medlock Valley with waterways, a Lake 
(Crime Lake) woodlands and wild flower meadows. There is a great children’s play 
area(which since there was no around, I tested it out). Definitely worth a visit. 
 
Clowbridge Reservoir (far side of Rossendale, near Burnley)  and the Singing Ringing Tree 
Follow the A682 through Crawshaw Booth to the far side of Rossendale and you will find 
Clowbridge Reservoir. There is a circular walk around this pretty reservoir near Burnley. 
There are good footpaths taking you through the countryside and woodland which 
surround the reservoir. You can extend your walk by picking up the Rossendale Way or the 
Burnley Way which run past the reservoir. You can also walk to the ‘singing ringing tree’ – 
or it is a ten minute drive in the car, avoiding the hill climb. The singing ringing tree is a 
unique musical sculpture which overlooks Burnley from its position high above the town on 
Crown Point. It is constructed from pipes of galvanised steel stacked in layers. The 
Panopticon takes the form of a tree bending to the winds and harnesses the energy of 
those winds to produce a low, tuneful song. We went on a wind, wet day and enjoyed 
listening to the sounds the ‘tree’ made. In June 2007, Singing Ringing Tree was named 
winner of a National Award for architectural excellence by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. Definitely worth a visit. 
 
Hollingworth Lake, Rochdale 
Hollingworth Lake is one of my favourite ‘go to places’, the kind of place you go when to 
want to think things through. It is  is a man-made lake which spans 118 acres. It was 
originally built as the main water source for the Rochdale Canal during the 19th century. 
The lake soon became an attraction for those living nearby and in Victorian times it was 
known as "The Weighvers' Seaport". There is a flat path all the way around, so it is an easy 
walk. The added attraction is ‘Mr Thomas’ fish and chip shop’, a suitable reward for having 
completed the walk! 
 
Greenbooth Reservoir, Norden 
Greenbooth Reservoir consists of four reservoirs. Naden upper, Naden middle, Naden lower 
reservoirs and Greenbooth reservoir. It is a pretty circular walk in Norden, rated as a 
moderate walk. The drive to Greenbooth  takes you along a cobbled path and you begin to 
wonder where it is going to lead you. However, when you get to the carpark you have a 
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lovely view across the reservoirs of Manchester, Yorkshire and the surrounding moorland. It 
feels like a great escape from city life. Worth a ramble. 
 

St Margaret’s Prestwich Community Facebook Group 

Are you on Facebook? 

Do you “Like” our page? 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP This is where you can access all our livestreamed 

services (Sundays, Wednesdays, and daily Peregrini Morning Prayer & Compline), our pre-

recorded services (‘pinged’ across from our blog) Messy Church online, Our Daily Bread 

daily prayers, and thoughts for the day from the Society of St John the Evangelist – to name 

just a few! It’s our “outward facing” space where we conduct our public ministry. 

Have you seen our new Facebook Community Group? 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158 It’s where you’ll find 

#MondayMusings, #TuesdayChuckles, #WednesdayWisdom# and #FridayFun; it’s where we 

can each post our own words of support and encouragement for each other. This is our 

“inward facing” space in which we can look after each other. 

 

OUR DAILY BREAD                    August 2021   

 

 

O gracious and holy Father, give us wisdom to perceive you, diligence to seek you, 
patience to wait for you, eyes to behold you, and a life to proclaim you; through the 
power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (St. Benedict). 

 
Sunday 1st:   
All your creatures, Lord, will praise you, and all your people will give you thanks. They will 
speak of the glory of your royal power, and tell of your might. Psalm 145: 10-11 
 
2nd:  
We do not need to search for heaven, over here or over there, in order to find our eternal 
Father.  
In fact, we do not even need to speak out loud, for though we speak in the smallest whisper 
or the most fleeting thought. He is close enough to hear us. Teresa of Avila 
The Lord… is close to all who call on Him sincerely.  Psalm 145:17 
 
3rd:  
The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. Proverbs 18:10 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158
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4th:  
Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for 
you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long. Psalm 25: 4-5 
 
5th:  
Faith involves knowing that God is enough.  
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power” Ephesians 6:10 
 
6th: The Transfiguration of our Lord – 
 Father in heaven, whose Son Jesus Christ was wonderfully transfigured before chosen 
witnesses upon the holy mountain, and spoke of the exodus he would accomplish at 
Jerusalem: give us strength so to hear his voice and bear our cross that in the world to 
come we may see him as he is. 
 
7th:  
God paints every flower a beautiful hue…and your life with a beautiful purpose. 
 
Sunday 8th:  
A light in the darkness stops everything falling apart. Let Jesus be that light. 
 
9th:  

Mary Sumner, Founder of the Mothers' Union - Faithful and loving God, who 
called Mary Sumner to strive for the renewal of family life: give us the gift of your 
Holy Spirit, that through word, prayer and deed your family may be strengthened 
and your people served. 

 
10th:  
Grant us a vision Lord, to see what we can achieve; to reach out beyond ourselves; to share 
our lives with others; to stretch our capabilities; to increase our sense of purpose; to be 
aware of where we can help; to be sensitive to your Presence; to give heed to your 
constant call. Amen. David Adam 
 
11th:  
God has a plan for you today-and it’s good in every way. 
“I will praise the Lord no matter what happens” Psalm 34:1 
 
12th:  
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” – John 14:27 
Lord help me to trust in You so that I may live in peace. Amen 
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13th:  
“We love because He first loved us” – 1 John4:19. Thank you Lord for loving me,  
in spite of my sin. Go loved us first so that we love others. 
 
14th:   
"He stood beside a cottage lone and listened to a lute,  
One summer's eve, when the breeze was gone,  
And the nightingale was mute." -  Thomas K. Hervey, 1799-1859  
 
Sunday 15th:  
The Blessèd Virgin Mary - Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the  
Blessèd Virgin Mary and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: grant that we who 
are redeemed by his blood may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 
 
16th:  

 “There are few hours in life more agreeable than the ceremony known as 
afternoon tea” ― Henry James 

 
17th:  
Love works in ways that are wondrous and strange, there is nothing in life that Love cannot 
change. Helen Steiner Rice 
 
18th:  
God of ever-changing life, who knit me together in my mother’s womb: you are with me 
even when I feel alone, and you know my thoughts before I speak. Help me to seek out 
your marvellous works in the shadows and in plain view, and let me leap for joy at their 
appearing. Amen 
 
19th:  
She wouldn’t give up her favourite pair of jeans, her passion for God, or her determination 
to show the world how one-of-a-kind she is. Your workmanship is marvellous- and how well 
I know it. Psalm 139:14 
 
20th:  
For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers, or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him for Him. 
Colossians 1: 16 
 
21st:  
Surely Your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23: 6  
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=6jOClJtb&id=9053B17943C999B0AA2FF179342AD51696158C18&thid=OIP.6jOClJtb4lEJ0b_B4EBQLQEsCx&q=Teapot+and+Saucer+Clip+Art&simid=608038710624584240&selectedIndex=32
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Sunday 22nd:  
My only hope is in Your love and faithfulness. Psalm 40:11 
 
23rd:  
He did not say, “You shall not be tempest-tossed, you shall not be weary, you shall not be 
discomforted”. But He said, “You shall not be overcome”. Julian of Norwich  
 
24th:  
Bartholomew the Apostle - Almighty and everlasting God, who gave to your apostle 
Bartholomew grace truly to believe and to preach your word: grant that your Church may 
love that word which he believed and may faithfully preach and receive the same. 
 
25th: 
When the path ahead of us is washed away, God will give us wings. 
Only God can see everything Ecclesiastes 8:17 
 
26th:  
Sand between your toes…ocean breeze…blue sky… glorious gifts from a generous God. The 
earth belongs to God! Everything in all the world is His! Psalm 24 :1 
 
27th:  
If I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it move, I would still 
be worth nothing at all without love. 1 Corinthians 13:2 
Take a moment today to think about something wonderful God has done for you. 
 
28th:  
We all go through troubling times, but we must never doubt God’s presence with us. Jesus 
said, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”      Matthew 28: 20 
 
Sunday 29th: 
Often God has to shut a door in our faced, so that He can open the door through which He 
wants us to go. Catherine Marshall 
 
30th: 
Pursue a righteous life-a life of wonder, faith, love, steadiness, courtesy. Run hard and fast 
in the faith. Seize the eternal life, the life you were called to. 1 Timothy 6:11-12 
 
31st: Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne –  
Everlasting God, you sent the gentle bishop Aidan to proclaim the gospel in this land: grant 
us to live as he taught in simplicity, humility, and love for the poor. 
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God has not promised skies always blue, 
flower-strewn pathways all our lives through. 

God has not promised sun without rain, 
joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 

But God has promised strength for the day, 
rest for the labour, light for the way, 
grace for the trials, help from above, 

unfailing sympathy, undying love.  
Annie Johnson Flint. 

  
 

 

Face Coverings 

Following the lifting of most covid-related restrictions on 19 July, the wearing of face 

coverings is now a matter of personal preference. The area of seating in front of the Lady 

Chapel is reserved for those who choose to wear a face mask throughout the services, and 

are reassured that those around them are also wearing masks. 

A small selection of face coverings is still available in church, or via this website, with all 

proceeds being donated to charities (https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/ ).  

 

We're on Spotify!!  

Yes, you can now listen to some of our sermons, 

blog posts and some services as podcasts. What 

are you waiting for? Subscribe now! 

http://ow.ly/7RbF50E42Bx 

 

 

Greetings Cards 

If you know of anyone celebrating a special birthday or anniversary soon 

(80th, 90th, 100th birthdays, Silver or Golden weddings), please let Zandra 

know. Also any church member who is seriously ill or bereaved. 

The beautiful cards sent are made by our dear friend Mavis who upcycles 

old greetings cards – please pass yours to Zandra, who will make sure they get to Mavis. 

Zandra Lewis, 773 7319 

https://jeaniusbags.com/ppe/
http://ow.ly/7RbF50E42Bx?fbclid=IwAR1DzZHAASOitZXp-zciafViaT3U9kzitmD3nWufcBu0ikNzKfGzOuMvESg
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Articles for future editions of our parish magazine should be emailed as an attachment 

(Word doc, A4, portrait, no columns) to stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com no later than: 

 

August Magazine 25 July 
September Magazine 22 August 

 

Large print version of the magazine. We are planning 

to produce a larger print version of the magazine. If 

text this size easier for you to read, let whoever 

brings your magazine know.  

 

 

Would you like to advertise  

in our magazine? 

If so, please contact us through our website and we will be pleased to provide 

you with further information. 

¼ page   £25 

1/3 page   £30 
½ page   £45 
1 page   £65 

 

 
 

mailto:stmargaretsprestwich@gmail.com
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ST MARGARET’S BOWLING CLUB, 

POLEFIELD ROAD, PRESTWICH 

                             

We are your local and friendly crown green 

bowling club and we welcome new members 

of any age, with or without any previous 

bowling experience.    Whether you want to 

bowl just socially, with friends and fellow members, or competitively in league 

teams, we have several qualified coaches to help new bowlers get started.  So, if 

you wish to try it out, or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Karen Tansey Tel:  0161 798 6791 

  email:  StMargBC@gmail.com 
 

mailto:StMargBC@gmail.com
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St Margaret’s Social Media Streams 

• Subscribe to our Blog: https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/    

 

• Follow us on Twitter – just search for 

@StMaggieP or go to 

https://twitter.com/stmaggiep  Please follow us and 

retweet our stuff!  

 

• Like us on Facebook  

Next time you’re busy on Facebook, please take a 

moment to find and ‘Like’ our public page 

(https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP) and click to join St 

Margaret’s Community Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158  

• Follow us on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsprestwich/   

• You can catch up with sermons and Wise Words from 

the Ministry Team as podcasts via Spotify 

https://anchor.fm/st-margarets-prestwich  

 

• Download our FREE Church App  

From the App Store        

                         From Google Play  

 

For full information about our parish visit our website: 

https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/     

https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/blog/
https://twitter.com/stmaggiep
https://www.facebook.com/StMaggieP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/600247334220158
https://www.instagram.com/stmargaretsprestwich/
https://anchor.fm/st-margarets-prestwich
https://stmargaretsprestwich.com/
https://stmargaretsprestwich.wordpress.com/


 
  

PAROCHIAL ORGANISATIONS 

ST MARGARET’S PRE-SCHOOL  Church House  Mrs. G.M. McConville       (773 9491) 

Monday to Friday, 9.15am to 12.15pm, and  Monday to Thursday, 1.00pm to 4.00pm 

MOTHERS UNION           Church House         Mrs. J. Johnson (798 8172) 

First Friday of the Month, 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

 SOCIAL CIRCLE           Church House     Mrs. J. Evans    (773 9683) 

Third Thursday of the Month, 7.30pm 

MAGGIE’S MUSIC MAKERS     St. Margaret’s Church   Dr. Carol Porter  

Rehearses in church Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm and welcomes new members 

MESSY CHURCH        Lady Wilton Hall, Simister     

Third Wednesday of the Month, 4.00pm to 5:30pm 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS All in the Youth & Community Centre 

Beavers          Thursday, 5.30 to 6.30pm }                        Mrs. S. Lomas (773 0307) 

Cubs           Thursday 7.00 to 8.30pm  }                         

Scouts                                  }       gs/8th@praws.gmnscouts.org.uk 

Explorers                                 } 

Rainbows          Tuesday 5.00 to 6.00pm                   Mrs. D. Todd (773 0018) 

Brownies          Tuesday, 6.00 to 7.30pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

Guides          Tuesday 7.30 to 9.00pm         Mrs. G. Storm (07773 026 398) 

  

MISSION PARTNERSHIP YOUTH GROUP 

Meets at St. Mary’s Community Centre, Church lane, Prestwich. Every Sunday from6.30-8.00pm. 

Open to Children aged 9-14.  

Contact Rev. Deborah Sandercock-Pickles on 773 2698 for information 

 

 St. GEORGES CHURCH, SIMISTER 

 Deputy Churchwardens  Mrs. J. Knott     773 6879 

  Mrs. C. Knaggs     773 7960 

  

SERVICES AT ST GEORGE’S, SIMISTER 

Sunday     11.15am Holy Communion 

See the magazine calendar for the full list of services for the month 

  

 ALL THE CHURCH HALLS ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

  

Church House        (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs. J. Evans - 773 9683 

Youth & Community Centre      (St. Margaret’s Road)                 Mrs Y. Storey - 773 8519 

Lady Wilton Hall        (Simister Lane)                   Mrs. J. Knott  - 773 6879 

  
  



 
  

St George’s Church 

Simister 
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Simister  
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