
 

 

 

The Parish of St Margaret, Holyrood, 

Prestwich 

St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister 

Sunday 24th December – Christmas Eve (The Midnight Service) 
                                                  

 
Collect 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have 
known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. D McConville 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing 
for joy; for in plain sight, they see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 52.7–10 
 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. L Avery 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of 
God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You 
are my Son; today I have begotten you’? Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’? And again, when he 
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his 
angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, and the 
righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ And, ‘In the beginning, Lord, you 
founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 
like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your 
years will never end.’ 1.1–12 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 1.1–14  

 
HYMNS 
Int: BS12- Once in Royal David’s City              
Grad: BS3- O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Off: BS10- While Shepherds Watched                                               
Comm: BS15- Silent Night & BS22- In The Bleak Mid-

Winter 

 
Rec: BS12- Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

IF YOU NEED ANY HELP OR SUPPORT PLEASE 
CONTACT REVD DEBORAH ON 01617732698 OR 
REVD SUE 07761565428 OR VIA OUR WEBSITE



 

 

Given the new COVID guidelines, the wearing of face coverings is mandatory in places of worship from 
Friday December 10th. The use of santiser is essential. Please be aware of social distancing to keep both 
yourself and others safe. Communion will be in one kind (bread). Please do be cautious. PLEASE DO NOT 
ATTEND IF YOU FEEL UNWELL.  

Welcome to St Margaret's. Postcards with service times and clergy contact details are available at the back 
of the church. Take one for yourself or for a friend. 
 
Please pray for: - 
The Sick 

Clarice O’Connor, Laraine Darlington, Philip Dawson, Margaret Elliott, Ann Gregory, Phil Haigh, Roger 
Hall, Margaret Hawkins, Sylvia Hickson, Maureen Jones, David Latham, Brian Wareham, Baby Willow. 
Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness 
Elizabeth Ann Beck, Matilda Blackmore, Hazel Carroll, Patricia Craine, Joyce Danso, Geoff Daly, Marion 
Dixon, Barbara Edwards, Rita Evans, Pat Haigh, Bob Hardy, Joan Horgan, Sally Johnson, Brian Jones, 
Robert Lyne, Father Martin, Matilda, Alex Orr, Bill Potts, Joyce Roebuck, Susan Rowan, Lesley Sharpe, 
Tom Sharpe, Richard Simmons, Geoff Stromberg, Turrell Family, Maud Warren, Rev Pauline 
Whitmarsh, Nicola Woo, Rev Deborah 
Anniversaries of Death 
Gemma Greenwood, John Hall, Gladys Hefti, Mary Hargreaves, Valerie Gorton-Hill, Pauline Mills, 
Doreen Pendris, Gina Swallow, 
Columbarium Flowers 
Harry Simpson Dec 18th   Gina Swallow Dec 22nd 

Events Happening This Week 
 
Christmas Eve 
Friday 24th Dec 4.00pm Crib Service for the young and the young at heart at St. Margaret’s 
               11.30pm Christmas Eve Midnight Mass at St. Margaret’s 
Christmas Day 
Sat 25th Dec 8.30am Christmas Day Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s 
          10.00am Christmas Day Holy Communion at St, George’s  
Sun 26th Dec 8.00am Holy Communion at St. M’s, 9.45am Holy Communion at St. M’s 
There is no Sunday morning service at St. G’s. 
 
NB The Carol Service and the Midnight Service will be available on-line 
 
NOTICES 
A big thank you to all who have helped in any way with our Advent and Christmas services, for those who 
have worked behind the scenes, for the beautiful music from MMM’s and for the beautiful decorations. 
Christmas Church Flowers: Thank you to the flower arrangers for their beautiful displays in both our 
churches. It is much appreciated. 
Sheep – The sheep have now found new homes with their young owners. Thank you to everyone who 
helped in anyway. 

Christingles To date we have raised £261 for the Children’s Society. Thank you for your generous 
contributions and to Peter North for coordinating everything. 
Porch Boxes: As per last Lockdown, St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am on 
Thursdays for the Porch Box Donations. Many thanks for your continued support. 
All Notices for next week’s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Sunday please send 
to: - mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net  

On behalf of our church family at St. Margaret’s and St. George’s, we wish you a happy, holy and 
peaceful Christmas. 


