
 

 

 

The Parish of St Margaret, Holyrood, 

Prestwich 

St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister   

Sunday 26th December – St Stephen’s Day                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Collect 
Gracious Father, who gavest to the first martyr Stephen grace to pray for those who took up stones against 
him: grant that in all our sufferings for the truth we may learn to love even our enemies and to seek 
forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, Jesus 
Christ, our mediator and advocate, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  

A reading from the second book of Chronicles. P North 
The spirit of God took possession of Zechariah son of the priest Jehoiada; he stood above the people and 
said to them, ‘Thus says God: Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot 
prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, he has also forsaken you. ’But they conspired against him, 
and by command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the LORD. King Joash did 
not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his son. 
As he was dying, he said, ‘May the LORD see and avenge! ’At the end of the year the army of Aram came up 
against Joash. They came to Judah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the officials of the people from among 
them and sent all the booty they took to the king of Damascus. Although the army of Aram had come with 
few men, the LORD delivered into their hand a very great army, because they had abandoned the LORD, 
the God of their ancestors. Thus, they executed judgement on Joash. 24.20–24  
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians. P North 
 We have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing 
the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law.  But if, in our effort to be 
justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 
But if I build up again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 
For through the law, I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; and it is 
no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 2.16b–20 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Jesus said to the twelve: ‘Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their 
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them 
and the Gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to 
say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But 
the one who endures to the end will be saved. ‘ 10.17-22 
 
HYMNS 
Int: 242 Good King Wenceslas              
Grad: 641 The first Nowell 
Off: 486 Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                             
Comm: 321 Infant Holy 

 
Rec: 36 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

IF YOU NEED ANY HELP OR SUPPORT PLEASE 
CONTACT REVD DEBORAH ON 01617732698 OR 
REVD SUE 07761565428 OR VIA OUR WEBSITE



 

 

Given the new COVID guidelines, the wearing of face coverings is mandatory in places of 
worship from Friday December 10th. The use of santiser is essential. Please be aware of social 
distancing to keep both yourself and others safe. Communion will be in one kind (bread). Please 
do be cautious. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU FEEL UNWELL.  

Welcome to St Margaret's. Postcards with service times and clergy contact details are available at 
the back of the church. Take one for yourself or for a friend. 
 
Please pray for: - 
The Sick 
Clarice O’Connor, Laraine Darlington, Philip Dawson, Margaret Elliott, Ann Gregory, Phil Haigh, 
Roger Hall, Margaret Hawkins, Sylvia Hickson, Maureen Jones, David Latham, Brian Wareham, 
Baby Willow. 
Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness 
Elizabeth Ann Beck, Matilda Blackmore, Hazel Carroll, Patricia Craine, Joyce Danso, Geoff Daly, 
Marion Dixon, Barbara Edwards, Rita Evans, Pat Haigh, Bob Hardy, Joan Horgan, Sally Johnson, 
Brian Jones, Robert Lyne, Father Martin, Matilda, Alex Orr, Bill Potts, Joyce Roebuck, Susan Rowan, 
Lesley Sharpe, Tom Sharpe, Richard Simmons, Geoff Stromberg, Turrell Family, Maud Warren, Rev 
Pauline Whitmarsh, Nicola Woo, Rev Deborah 
Anniversaries of Death 
Elsie Barnett, Cecil Cole, Nathan Gallagher, Doreen Heywood, Hilda Heywood, Helen Hoolihan, 
Doreen Sands 
Columbarium Flowers 
 

Events Happening This Week 
29th December 10.00am Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s 
 
 
NOTICES 
A big thank you to all who have helped in any way with our Advent and Christmas services, for 
those who have worked behind the scenes, for the beautiful music from MMM’s and for the 
beautiful decorations. 
Christmas Church Flowers: Thank you to the flower arrangers for their beautiful displays in both 
our churches. It is much appreciated. 
Sheep – The sheep have now found new homes with their young owners. Thank you to everyone 
who helped in anyway. 
Christingles To date we have raised £261 for the Children’s Society. Thank you for your generous 
contributions and to Peter North for coordinating everything. 
Porch Boxes: As per last Lockdown, St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am on 
Thursdays for the Porch Box Donations. Many thanks for your continued support. 
All Notices for next week’s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Sunday 
please send to: - mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net  

On behalf of our church family at St. Margaret’s and St. George’s, we wish you a happy, holy and 
peaceful Christmas. 

 

 


