
 

 

The Parish of St Margaret, Holyrood, Prestwich 

St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister 

Sunday 23rd January – The Third Sunday After Epiphany                                                                                                                                                             

   
Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving presence: renew your people 
with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
A reading from the book of Nehemiah.   S Vant 
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book 
of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 
month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of 
the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book 
of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and 
when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God and all the people answered, 
‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the 
ground. So, they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 
people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.’ 
For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; 
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.’ 8.1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
 
 A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  Z Lewis 
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 
with Christ. For in the one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, 
‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear would say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the 
sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to 
the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less 
honourable we clothe with greater honour and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect, 
whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater 
honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice 
together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater 
gifts. 12.12–31a 
 
 Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the 
surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 



 

 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 4.14–21  
 
HYMNS 
Int: 352 Jesus Is Lord                                                                                                                                              
Grad: 45 As the deer pants 
Off: 172 Fill our hearts with joy & gladness                                                                                                                                
Comm: 27 Heaven shall not wait 

Rec: 485 O for a thousand tongues 

IF YOU NEED ANY HELP OR SUPPORT PLEASE 
CONTACT REVD DEBORAH ON 01617732698 OR 
REVD SUE 07761565428 OR VIA THE WEBSITE

Due to COVID guidelines, the wearing of face coverings is mandatory in places of worship. The use of sanitiser is 
essential. Please be aware of social distancing to keep both yourself and others safe. Communion will be in one kind 
(bread). Please do be cautious. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU FEEL UNWELL.  

Welcome to St Margaret's. Postcards with service times and clergy contact details are available at the back of the 
church. Take one for yourself or for a friend. 

Please pray for: - 
The Sick 
Laraine Darlington, Philip Dawson, Claire Dodge, Margaret Elliott, Ann Gregory, Charlie Gregory, Phil Haigh, Roger 
Hall, Margaret Hawkins, Sylvia Hickson, Maureen Jones, David Latham, Clarice O‘Connor, Brian Wareham, Baby 
Willow. 
Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness 
Celia Barnett, Elizabeth Ann Beck, Matilda Blackmore, Hazel Carroll, Patricia Craine, Joyce Danso, Marion Dixon, 
Barbara Edwards, Rita Evans, Pat Haigh, Bob Hardy, Joan Horgan, Sally Johnson, Brian Jones, Robert Lyne, Father 
Martin, Matilda, Alex Orr, Bill Potts, Joyce Roebuck, Susan Rowan, Lesley Sharpe, Tom Sharpe, Richard Simmons, 
Geoff Stromberg, Turrell Family, Maud Warren, Rev Pauline Whitmarsh, Nicola Woo, Rev Deborah 

Recently departed 
Anniversaries of Death 
Esme Cooper, Harry Evans, William Gorman, Millie Meely, Vera Mills, Frank Moran, Betty Smethurst, Irene 
Smethurst, Andrew Young, Stuart Young. 
Columbarium Flowers 
Norma D Shaw  Jan 25th, Betty Smethurst  Jan 25th, Michael Orrell  Jan 27th, Irene Smethurst    Jan 28th 

EVENTS HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
Sunday 23rd Jan 3.00pm Service of wholeness and well being St. Margaret’s Church (Lady Chapel) 
Sunday 23rd Jan Service for the week of prayer for Christian Unity via Zoom. 
Tues 25th Jan 2.00-3.00pm Rhyme time 
Wed 26th Jan 10.00am Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s  
Wed 26th Jan 7.30pm PCC meeting via Zoom.                     

NOTICES 
Candlemas: There is a list at the back of church to purchase candles in memory of your loved one(s). The labels will 
be written for you and placed on the candles. The large 7-day candles will cost £3.00 and the smaller altar candles 
£1.50 each. Our Candlemas services are on Sunday 30th January.  
Christingle. We have now sent £317.15 to the Children's Society as a result of the Christingle. Thank you to everyone 
for your generous donations, and a special thanks to Dani for her help with counting the collections.  Peter North. 
Used Stamps: Please can you bring your used stamps into church for the Leprosy Mission. Thank you, Irene.  
Book Club: There are a choice of books for the book club – Martha’s Journey by Maureen Lee, The Labyrinth by Kate 
Mosse, Rainsong by Sue Hubbard. Please choose the book that interests you most. They will be reviewed on 31st 
January 2.00pm via Zoom. 
Porch Boxes: St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am on Thursdays for the Porch Box Donations. 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
All Notices for next week’s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Sunday please send to: - 
mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net  


