
 

 

 

The Parish of St Margaret, Holyrood, Prestwich 

St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister 

Sunday 30th January – The Presentation of Christ at the   
                                                             Temple (Candlemas)                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Collect 
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in 
substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.  J Johnson 
Thus says the LORD God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is 
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, 
and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 3.1–5 
 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated 
as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-
doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother 
were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting 
and prayer night and day. At that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him. 2.22–40 

 
HYMNS (White Book) 
Int: W21- Christ Be Our Light                                                                                                                                                                          
Grad: W71- Make Way    
Off: W31- Dignity & Grace         
Comm: Maranatha (printed sheet)                                                                                                                                                  

Rec : W96- Shine Jesus Shine 

IF YOU NEED ANY HELP OR SUPPORT PLEASE 
CONTACT REVD DEBORAH ON 01617732698 OR 
REVD SUE 07761565428 OR VIA THE WEBSITE  



 

 

Although restrictions have been lifted, it is recommended that a face covering is worn in church. The continued 
use of sanitiser is also recommended. Communion will remain in one kind (bread) for the present. Please remain 
careful both in terms of your own health and that of our church family. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU FEEL 
UNWELL.  

Welcome to St Margaret's. Postcards with service times and clergy contact details are available at the back of the 
church. Take one for yourself or for a friend. 
 
Please pray for: - 
The Sick 
Laraine Darlington, Philip Dawson, Claire Dodge, Margaret Elliott, Ann Gregory, Charlie Gregory, Phil Haigh, Roger 
Hall, Margaret Hawkins, Maureen Jones, David Latham, Clarice O‘Connor, Brian Wareham, Baby Willow. 
Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness 
Celia Barnett, Elizabeth Ann Beck, Matilda Blackmore, Hazel Carroll, Patricia Craine, Joyce Danso, Marion Dixon, 
Barbara Edwards, Rita Evans, Pat Haigh, Bob Hardy, Joan Horgan, Sally Johnson, Brian Jones, Robert Lyne, Father 
Martin, Matilda, Alex Orr, Bill Potts, Joyce Roebuck, Susan Rowan, Lesley Sharpe, Tom Sharpe, Richard Simmons, 
Geoff Stromberg, Turrell Family, Maud Warren, Rev Pauline Whitmarsh, Nicola Woo, Rev Deborah 
 
Recently departed 
Anniversaries of Death 
Frank Gorman, Roy King, Sydney Barnett, John Melling, Irene Smith 
Columbarium Flowers 
 
EVENTS HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
Mon 31st Jan Book Club via Zoom 2.00pm 
Tues 1st Feb 2.00-3.00pm Rhyme time 
Wed 26th Jan 10.00am Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s                      
 
NOTICES 
SOCIAL CIRCLE: We are to host an evening with our local Mayor of Bury Tim Pickstone on Thursday 17th February in 
the Church House.7.20pm. Please do come along to support this evening. It will be an opportunity to say thank you 
for the recent donations which we have received for our Sunday school and Pre -school. Admission is £3.00 which 
includes light refreshments. Bring along a friend or neighbour. Thank you. 
 
Restart of Mothers Union meetings:  on Friday 4th February at 1.30 pm. This will be our AGM there are changes we 
need to discuss so please try and attend. Thank you, Jean. 
 
"The Foxhill Retreat this year will be from Monday 30th May - Wednesday 1st June. The cost will be around the same 
as last year (£157 accommodation - coach £25). At the back of church is a list of participants who came last year and 
if you would like to come again this year, please tick your name or cross it out if you are unable to come. If you have 
not been before and would like to come, please add your name to the list. Thank you, Christine," 
 
Coffee money on Wednesday mornings. Between 12 and 20 church members regularly come to the Wednesday 

morning service. Afterwards we meet for tea, coffee and chocolate biscuits. The money raised from the drinks has 

paid for the Young at Heart party and given flowers to 14 people who have had 80th, 90th or 100th birthdays, cards as 

well as flowers for the bereaved and for golden weddings. Most of all we enjoy meeting together for a chat and real 

fellowship. Zandra Lewis 

Used Stamps: Please can you bring your used stamps into church for the Leprosy Mission. Thank you, Irene.  
 
Porch Boxes: St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am on Thursdays for the Porch Box Donations. 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
All Notices for next week’s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Sunday please send to: - 
mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net  


