
The Parish of St Margaret, Holyrood, Prestwich 

St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister 

Sunday 20th March – The Third Sunday in Lent                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
Collect 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before 
he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life 
and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.   N Malahi 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 
labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 
LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, 
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 55.1–9 

 A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  C Pieroni 
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, 
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was 
Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. Now 
these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as 
some of them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.’ We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put 
Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, 
and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written 
down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you 
do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure 
it. 10.1–13 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. He asked them ‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse 
sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them – do you think that they were worse offenders than 
all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ Then he 
told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So 
he said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. 
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it 
and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’ 13.1–9  

HYMNS 
Int:392- Let us, with a Gladsome Mind               Grad: 67- Be Still for the Presence of the Lord 
Off:156- Faithful Shepherd Feed me                   Comm:- 923- Bless the Lord My Soul 
Rec 252- Guide me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

Although restrictions have been lifted, it is recommended that a face covering is worn in church. The continued use 
of sanitiser is also recommended. Communion will remain in one kind (bread) for the present. Please remain careful 
both in terms of your own health and that of our church family. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU FEEL UNWELL.  



Welcome to St Margaret's & St George’s. Postcards with service times and clergy contact details are available at the 
back of the church. Take one for yourself or for a friend.  
Please pray for: - 
The Sick 
Laraine Darlington, Philip Dawson, Claire Dodge, Barbara Edwards, Margaret Elliott, Ann Gregory, Charlie Gregory, 
Phil Haigh, Roger Hall, Margaret Hawkins, Lisa Hewitt, Jean Johnson, Maureen Jones, David Latham, Clarice 
O’Connor, Brain Wareham Baby Willow. 
Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness 
Celia Barnett, Elizabeth Ann Beck, Matilda Blackmore, Hazel Carroll, Patricia Craine, Joyce Danso, Marion Dixon, Rita 
Evans, Pat Haigh, Bob Hardy, Joan Horgan, Sally Johnson, Brain Jones, Robert Lyne, Father Martin, Matilda, Alex Orr, 
Bill Potts, Joyce Roebuck, Susan Rowan, Lesley Sharpe, Tom Sharpe, Richard Simmons, Geoff Stromberg, Turrell 
Family, Maud Warren, Rev Pauline Whitmarsh,  Nicola Woo, Rev Deborah.  
Recently Departed. 
Anniversaries of Death 
Fred Collinge, Jean Bland, Dennis Dodge, Lily Harding, Marie Melling, Gladys Moffatt. 
Columbarium Flowers  
Clara Gale    Mar 21st Alan Stanley Lord    Mar 23rd  Jean Bland   Mar 24th   Joe Bromelow   Mar 26th            

Events Happening This Week 
Saturday 19th March No stations of the cross 
Sunday 20th March No 8 o’clock service 
Tues 22nd Mar 2.00-3.00pm Rhyme Time 
Wed 23rd Mar 10.00am Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s 
Thurs 24th Mar 7.30pm – Lent Course ‘The Greatest Showman’ at Bishopscourt.  
Sat 26th Mar 11.00 Stations of the Cross              
Sun 27th Mar (Mothering Sunday) Services: 8.00, 9.45 (St. M), 11.15 (St. G’s) 
 
NOTICES:- 
Social Circle:   We have 4 places left on the trip to George Street Mission in Oldham on Tuesday 26th April. If you 
wish to go the price is £22.00 including the tour and lunch. Please contact Joan Evans as early as possible or sign the 
sheet at the back of Church.   I will be collecting the money on Sunday 10th April. 
Theatre Trip: The trip to Stockport Plaza is on Saturday 29th October to see Top Hat. I do need to reserve seats for 
us so please sign up if you or your friends wish to go. Ticket price is £17.00. Let us support local theatre. Joan Evans 
Mothering Sunday:  There is a nice selection of Mother’s Day cards for sale at the back of Church. 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE:  Lent lunches on Saturday March 26th,2nd and 9th April. 12pm until 1.30pm.  The price will 
remain the same at £5.00 for soup, roll, apple pie with either custard or cream, tea or coffee. There will also be an 
Easter raffle starting on the 26th and being drawn on 9th April. All proceeds will be split between Christian Aid and 
Church funds. If you could make a pan of soup on any or all of these dates, please contact Joan Evans. 
The Digital Communications team: is planning a new 'welcome' video for the home page of the website, and so 
would like to interview volunteers. The questions are simple: Why do you attend St Margaret’s/St George's? How do 
you benefit from being in our church family? How do you contribute to the life of our churches? If you're happy to be 
involved, please speak to Carol P or any of the clergy. 
LENT Stations of the cross: will take place on the Saturdays during Lent from 11.00-12.00 in church. 
Easter Flowers: Please place your donations for Easter flowers in memory of departed loved ones, in the box on the 
table in church and write your loved ones names on the sheet provided. Please be as generous as you can we really 
appreciate your donations. If anyone is interested in joining the flower arrangers group please call Vicky Crookes on 
07936548439. Many thanks, St. Margaret’s Church Flower Arrangers. 
Reredos Flowers: Can those families that pay £10.00 towards the cost of Reredos flowers for departed loved ones 
please contact your flower arranger direct to arrange payment for the foreseeable future (see the list in the 
photocopying room), or you can place your payment in the box on the table in church in an envelope detailing your 
name and the date it is for and please write reredos flowers on it. Vicky Crookes 07936548439.  
Porch Boxes: St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am on Thursdays for the Porch Box Donations. 
Many thanks for your continued support.  
All Notices for next week’s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Tuesday please send to: - 
mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net  

 


