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St. Margaret’s, Prestwich & St. George’s, Simister 
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Collect 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have 
known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. L Avery 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light 
has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this. 9.2–7  

 A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus. D McConville 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in 
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,  while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 2.11–14 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said 
to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ 2.1–14  

  

HYMNS 
Int: BCS 4 - Once in Royal David’s City (solo V1)        Grad: BCS 3 - O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 Off:BCS 10 - While the Shepherds Watched              Comm:BCS 15 - Silent Night 

 Rec:BCS 13 - O Come All Ye Faithful 

Welcome to St Margaret's. Postcards with service times and clergy contact details are available at the 
back of the church. Take one for yourself or for a friend.  



Please pray for: - 
The Sick  

Mavis Collinge, Father Ronnie Croft, Charlie Hobson,  Richard Llewellyn, Joan Lane, David Lowe, Nikita Pateley, Brian Porter, David Porter, Joan Rutter,  
Christine Taylor. 

Ongoing Prayers for Healing & Wholeness  

Elizabeth Ann Beck, Evry, Matilda Blackmore, Celia Barnett,Patricia Craine, Joyce Danso, Philip Dawson, Rita Evans, Becky, Bob Hardy, Jean Johnson, 
Brian Jones, Robert Lyne, Matilda, Abigail Metzger, Margaret North, Richard Simmons, Rev Pauline Whitmarsh.  

Recently Departed.   

Helen Hoolihan, Nathan Gallagher, Eric Garner.. 

Anniversaries of Death 

Elsie Morrison, Doris Sullivan, Gina Swallow. 

Columbarium Flowers  

Events Happening This Week 

Sunday 25th December                                     Christmas Day 
10.00 am Holy Communion at St. George’s 

Wednesday 28th Dec                        10.00 am Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s followed by coffee 

Sunday 1st January  Naming and Circumcision of Jesus  
8.00 am Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s 
9.15 am Silent prayer at St Margaret’s 
9.45 am All Age Holy Communion at St. Margaret’s 
11.15 am Holy Communion at St. George’s 

NOTICES:- 

Foxhill Retreat - February 2023:  The cost of accommodation at Foxhill has, as with everything else increased. It will be £170 for the two nights, but if 
we require a lunch before leaving on the Wednesday, which we usually have, it will be an additional £14.  Making it £184 in total.  Please can you let me 
know as soon as possible if you would like the lunch included.  Christine. 

Warm Space: Where?  St Margaret’s Church 9am to 12 noon each Thursday for a cup of tea & a chat. All welcome.  

Porch Boxes: St Margaret’s Church will be open between 9.30 and 11am on Thursdays for Donations. Many thanks. 

All Notices for next week!s Service Sheet to be sent to David McConville no later than Tuesday please send to: - mcconvillefamily@uwclub.net 


